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Magic in the Air 
 

As a Friend of Devil’s Lake, you have visited the 

Park at least once but likely many times. We love the 

lake, we love the bluffs – there are so many things to 

love about our wonderful venue! And just when you 

thought you experienced all that Devil’s Lake has to 

offer, you find one more thing to enjoy. 

 

Magical! That is my way of summing up Devil’s 

Lake.   

 

The first time I visited DL was when I was a kid, I’m 

sure it was on a family picnic and included 

swimming – I don’t remember the specifics but I do 

recall being amazed by those rocks and those bluffs! 

They don’t have those around the valley of my 

family’s farmstead. Those initial memories are 

magical! 

 

Through the years, I got around to hiking all the 

trails: East Bluff, West Bluff, Tumbled Rocks, 

Balanced Rock, Potholes, Grottos, Steinke Basin. 

Each has its own flavor of ecosystem and 

environmental tambour. It is like a magic show with 

new, unexpected, fun surprises on each trail. 

 

In summer 2005 I did laps at DL – carrying a heavy 

backpack up Potholes Trail and down Balanced Rock 

Trail twice, about three times a week, for about 10 

weeks – to prepare for a climb up Mount Rainier. 

Besides burning a lot of calories, I got to meet a lot of 

people. Many toiled on their way up but most 

everybody would be friendly and talk with me as they 

rested. It was kind of magical how people let their 

guard down and shared a kind word or a witty 

remark. 

 

I have found that photography opportunities abound 

at DL, but the iconic rock formations are my favorite, 

especially Devil’s Doorway. A good photo takes a lot 

of time and patience, so sometimes I spend a couple 

hours at The Doorway for the right light at sunrise or 

sunset. I ponder about the formation: how was it 

formed, how did it survive the glaciers, how many 

people over the centuries have sat and wondered 

about it as I have? It is magical to me and it may be 

to many of you too. 

 

So, if you want a magical experience, I suggest you 

spend some time at Devil’s Lake State Park! 

 

–Dave Barger, FODL President 
 

    Winter 2019 
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A Message from the  

Park Superintendent  
 

Greetings friends! We are making our way through 

another Wisconsin winter. It has been a bit of an 

usual winter with us still not having any really 

extended cold snaps. Our snow cover is mostly non-

existent at this point.  This warmer-than-usual 

weather has made life interesting for our local ice 

fishermen as the lake has not completely frozen over 

yet. The latest date on record for freeze-up (since at 

least 1955) was in 2003 when the lake froze on 

January 27. To date we are having the second latest 

freeze-up and we may make a run towards the latest. 

A flock of about 300 Canadian Geese are using the 

open water on the lake for roosting at night and some 

during the day. It is rather nice to have the usual 

winter silence broken by their calls when I arrive 

each morning and leave for the day.  

 

This is also the time of year that allows me to think 

about how blessed we are to have great staff and 

partners such as the Friends, Concessions, and others 

that help make Devil’s Lake a special place. Thanks 

for all you do! 

 

If you have been to the Park lately you will most 

likely see our staff has had a busy winter. During this 

past year the park received the confirmation that we 

have the dreaded Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). We 

knew it was coming as Mirror Lake and the Lodi area 

had it. About five years ago we wrote a basic EAB 

plan where we identified high value ash trees that we 

could treat knowing that when EAB arrives it kills 

pretty much every ash tree.  

 

We started out treating a little less than 100 trees. The 

trees are treated with a trunk-injected insecticide that 

protects the tree for about two years. This year we are 

likely to treat about 75 trees as we continue to 

reevaluate which trees we want to continue to treat 

and which may be cut. Each tree costs between $50 

and $150 to treat each time. 

 

Our staff has cut down over 200 ash trees in the 

picnic areas and campgrounds this fall/winter so far. 

For the past five years you will also notice that we 

have been aggressively plating a variety of other tree 

species throughout the Park in the spring of the year 

to take the place of these trees. Some of these areas 

you will barely notice a tree has been cut and other 

areas many have been cut. Many of the trees we are 

cutting are in the 20 to 50 year-old range so it will be 

a few years before the replacements are of substantial 

size. The oldest ash tree that we are currently treating 

is around 350 years old! This tree could have been 

here when Marquette and Joliet came through the 

area in the late 1600s. Even this number seems 

insignificant as the native peoples have inhabited the 

lake area for an estimated 10,000 years and our 

beloved quartzite rock may be 600 million to 2 

billion years old. The EAB invasive will continue to 

change our woods just like Dutch Elm Disease did. 

 

It is with great anticipation that department staff, 

Friends board members, and Concession board 

members work with the architectural firm GWWO on 

the conceptual work for a new Welcome/Interpretive 

Center. This new center has been talked about for 

many years and we hope to have the preliminary 

conceptual work done this spring. Please follow the 

progress on the Friends website as there will be 

continued opportunities to provide input and donate 

to this much needed amenity.   

 

Take some time to get out to the Park this winter and 

go for a hike or explore an area you haven’t before. 

I’ll see you all at the Park.   

 

            –Steve Schmelzer, Park Superintendent 
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Photo Contest Winner: 

1st Place - Activities - Bethany Prochnow 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Look Back at 2018 at the 

Nature Center 
 

Another year has come and gone and it’s always fun 

to look back at what happened at the Nature Center.  

 

Here’s some statistics for 2018: 

 

 Almost 18,000 (17,937) people visited the Nature 

Center in 2018 with the highest visitation being in 

July where we had 4,410 people visit in one 

month. 

 There were 11,507 people who attended programs 

and field trips through the Nature Center.  

 Of those 11,507 people: 

 

o 2,308 were school groups in the spring and 

the fall  

o 156 were scout groups and summer camps 

that requested a program through the Nature 

Center 

o 8,049 people attended the public programs 

o 994 were from events that the Naturalist 

presented or had activities at (i.e., Sauk 

County Earth Day, MacKenzie Youth Expo) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whew… that’s a lot of people that move through the 

Nature Center each year! We are thankful for the 

support the Friends group gives us through money to 

purchase materials, money for matching grants to 

purchase equipment like telescopes and iPads, and 

money for presenters and the purchase of the 

snowshoes we can loan out for free. 

 

If you have not come to a program through the 

Nature Center recently, hopefully you’ll find time to 

attend something happening this year. You can check 

the Friends website or visit the Wisconsin DNR’s 

calendar for details on upcoming programs. We’ve 

always got a lot going on and we’d love for you to 

join us! 

 

                   –Sue Johansen-Mayoleth, Park Naturalist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Interpretive Center Recap – 

as of January 2019 
 

FODL and Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources (WDNR) have embarked on a plan to 

design and build a multi-use educational and outdoor 

recreation center, commonly called the “Interpretive 

Center.” It is envisioned that this new facility will 

include interpretive exhibits, educational spaces, and 

administration space for Park staff, as well as a café, 

gift shop, and public gathering spaces. It is also 

envisioned that the proposed Center would serve as a 

gateway to encourage visitors to explore the entire 

Wisconsin State Park System. 
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Sites and designs for the Interpretive Center have 

been discussed over the years but not defined to date, 

so work on determining the site and design of the 

facility is first and foremost. To accomplish this, 

FODL entered into a contract with GWWO 

Architects, Inc. in October 2018 to provide concept-

level architectural, site design, and programming for 

the Interpretive Center with funding for the contract 

provided by Devil’s Lake Concessions Corporation 

(DLCC). Per the contract, GWWO is to facilitate 

“site selection, programming, and concept design” 

for the proposed facility. The GWWO work is to 

gather and analyze information, including what sites 

to consider, what factors to consider in site selection, 

and what features to consider in the design of the 

facility. 

 

Representatives from WDNR, FODL board, and 

DCC board have been working together and 

interacting with GWWO’s design team over the past 

several months providing review, oversight, and 

guidance on this project. 

 

On December 12, 2018, a meeting was held for 

FODL members about the project during which 

WDNR staff provided information, answered 

questions, and solicited comments about the project. 

 

A meeting open to the public is planned for spring 

2019 after more site analyses and evaluation is 

accomplished. The meeting will provide updated 

information, answer new questions, and solicit more 

comments about the project. 
 

Photo Contest Winner: 

1st Place - Animals - Celeste Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Park Events  
 

FEBRUARY  

 

Winter Crisp Nature Walk 

Saturday, Feb. 2 | 2:30-4pm 

There’s nothing like a crisp winter day! Get out and 

get active with your family with this guided nature 

hike. We’ll discover all sorts of cool, fascinating 

things that are happening in winter! Afterwards, 

restore your warmth and energy back at the campfire 

with hearty cinnamon-spiced, fire-baked apple treats! 

Meet at the Nature Center. 

 

Candlelight Snowshoe 

Saturday, Feb. 9 | 6-8:30 pm 

This event is sponsored by the Friends of Devil’s 

Lake State Park. It’s winter, but that doesn’t mean 

you have to stay inside! Cure your winter cabin fever 

and join us for this winter adventure. Go on a self-

guided snowshoe (depending on snow) or hike 

through the Park. Warm up by the campfire and make 

a s’more. Bring your snowshoes or borrow one of our 

pairs – we have lots of sizes to fit everyone in your 

family. Make sure you dress appropriately. Meet 

outside the Rock Elm Shelter on the Park’s north 

shore.  

 

Seasonal Scavenger Hunt 

Saturday, Feb. 16 | Drop in between 10am & 2:30pm 

Back again this winter! Families will receive a set of 

clues to go on a scavenger hunt. Each family will 

need to work as a team as they hike along the trails to 

complete this challenge. Some challenges require a 

GPS unit (provided by the Nature Center). Make sure 

to bring your camera! You’ll receive a small prize for 

completing one of the challenges. Pick up your clues 

at the Nature Center, then head out for an adventure! 

 

Winter Twilight Walk 

Saturday, Feb. 23 | 4-5:30pm 

Join the Naturalist for a guided winter hike along the 

Steinke Basin Trail at Devil’s Lake. We’ll discover 

what’s starting to wake up when day transitions into 

night. The hike will be just over two miles and, 

depending on the weather, could be icy so be 

prepared. If there is snow we will snowshoe the trail. 

Please come dressed for the weather and no pets on 

the twilight hike. Meet at the Steinke Basin parking 

lot. 
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Photo Contest Winner: 

1st Place - Vistas - Scott West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  

 

Weekend Wild Walks 

Saturday, Mar. 2, 9, 16, & 30 | 10am-12/12:30pm  

Explore Devil’s Lake with the Naturalist and uncover 

the hidden gems and overlooked forests and fields in 

the Park. These guided hikes will happen each 

Saturday morning during the month of March. Each 

walk will last 2-2.5 hours, and the terrain will vary 

each week from easy to difficult. This week’s walk 

will be through Steinke Basin. March weather can 

vary and so can the trail conditions, so be prepared 

for ice, snow, and mud. This is a relatively easy walk 

over flat terrain. Meet at the Steinke Basin parking 

lot. 

 

 

Photo Contest Winner: 

1st Place - Winter - Tim Gasser 

 

 
 

 

 

APRIL  

 

Seasonal Scavenger Hunt 

Saturday, Apr. 6 | Drop in between 10:00 & 2:30pm 

Back again this winter! Families will receive a set of 

clues to go on a scavenger hunt. Each family will 

need to work as a team as they hike along the trails to 

complete this challenge. Some challenges require a 

GPS unit (provided by the Nature Center). Make sure 

to bring your camera! You’ll receive a small prize for 

completing one of the challenges. Pick up your clues 

at the Nature Center, then head out for an adventure! 

 

Family Wild Day Out 

Saturday, Apr. 14 | 10am-1pm  

Switch off your phones and bring your children to 

spend the day in the forest to discover and explore a 

whole new wild world – all ages welcome! Bring 

outdoor clothes suitable for all weather, a packed 

lunch, and lots of enthusiasm! We'll provide 

everything else. Participants will play nature-based 

games, create woodland crafts, light fires, cook over 

a fire, make dens and shelters, and most 

importantly… have fun! Join us for a great family 

day out full of fun, imagination, play, and adventure. 

Meet at the Nature Center. 

 

Frog Safari 

Saturday, Apr. 21 | 7:30-9pm 

If you are a frog fanatic, you will want to join us for 

this nocturnal trip to the Park’s kettle ponds. We’ll 

listen for spring peepers, wood frogs, and chorus 

frogs. We’ll also listen for other night sounds as we 

hike the Johnson Moraine Trail. Bring your flashlight 

as we’ll be hiking right around dusk. Meet at the 

Steinke Basin parking lot. 

 

Trails Workday 

Saturday, Apr. 28 | Drop in between 10:00 & 1pm 

Volunteer and help work on the trails at Devil's Lake. 

We'll work on blocking off “non-official” trails on 

East and West Bluff Trails. All tools will be 

provided, but you may want to bring a pair of work 

gloves and water along too. Stay for the whole time 

or come when you can to help. Meet at the Nature 

Center. 
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MAY 

 

Lawn Chair Bird Watching: Birds and Bagels 

Saturday, May 4 | 8-10am 

All you need is a comfortable lawn chair, a pair of 

binoculars, and a thermos of your favorite coffee for 

this morning bird watch. Enjoy bagels provided by 

the Friends! We’ll “park” our lawn chair by the lake 

along the south shore and watch for ducks, eagles, 

osprey, warblers, and much more as we indulge 

ourselves with a morning of birding. Meet at the 

South Shore boat launch parking lot. 

 

Frog Safari 

Saturday, May 4 | 7:30-9pm 

If you are a frog fanatic, you will want to join us for 

this nocturnal trip to the Park’s kettle ponds. We’ll 

listen for spring peepers, wood frogs, and chorus 

frogs. We’ll also listen for other night sounds as we 

hike the Johnson Moraine Trail. Bring your flashlight 

as we’ll be hiking right around dusk. Meet at the 

Steinke Basin parking lot. 

 

Explore the Night Sky 

Saturday, May 11 | 8:30-11pm 

Presented by the Madison Astronomy Society, come 

see stars and planets. They’ll have telescopes ready to 

show you cool stuff in the summer night sky. 

Happening behind the Rock Elm Shelter. 

 

Learn to Fish 

Saturday, May 18 | 9-11am 

Want to try fishing but don’t know what to do? Join 

our Learn to Fish program and we’ll show you how! 

We’ll have fun activities that will teach you the 

basics before sending you off to catch some fish. If 

you are 16 and older, you’ll need a fishing license. 

We’ll supply all the equipment and bait. Meet at the 

North Shore boat launch. 

 

Lawn Chair Bird Watching 

Saturday, May 18 | 6:30pm-dusk 

All you need is a comfortable lawn chair and a pair of 

binoculars for this bird watch. We’ll “park” our lawn 

chair near the parking lot in Steinke Basin and watch 

for meadow larks, sandhill cranes, red-winged black 

birds, and much more. It gets chilly as the sun sets, so 

dress warm or bring a blanket to wrap up in. Meet at 

the Steinke Basin parking lot. 

 

 

 

Exploration Station – Fish! 

Saturday, May 25 | 10am-noon 

Have some fun with fish! You can practice fishing, 

test your fish ID, make a fish print, create a fish, and 

more! These activities will happen outside the Nature 

Center. 
 

Special Park Events 

 

Mark your calendar for these additional special park 

events happening in 2019 and sponsored by the 

Friends of Devil’s Lake: 

 

May 25 – Members’ Only Baraboo Area Geology 

Fundraiser Field Trip led by Geologist and Board 

Member Bernadette Greenwood 
 

June 30, 6-8pm – June Summer Concert: Swing Crew 
 

July 28, 6-8pm – July Summer Concert: Noah John 

and Ringing Iron (bluegrass) 
 

August 25, 5-7pm – August Summer Concert: 

Madtown Manish Boys (blues) 
 

Volunteer Vacation  

Promo 2019 

 

Looking ahead to 2019 for a unique and special 

experience? A rewarding outing with a sense of 

community? How about a Volunteer Vacation at 

Devil’s Lake? 

 

From August 11 to 17, 2019, you can join a dozen 

other outdoor enthusiasts to work together to improve 

the trails at Devil’s Lake State Park. We will also 

camp together for that week at one of the Park’s 

group campsites. Meals are provided for every day of 

the entire week (breakfast, lunch, and dinner), as well 

as snacks for breaks during the work day. All work 

and no play is no fun, so one day (or parts of a couple 

days) of that week we will skip the work and enjoy 

whatever you want around the Park!  

 

The cost is a mere $50 per person for members of 

FODL and $75 per person for non-members (includes 

new membership to FODL). Wow… less than the 

cost of eating at home! Each participant must be 18 

years of age or older (as of August 10, 2019) and 

commit to participate for the entire week. Equipment, 

tools, and gloves will be provided… participants 

need to provide a tent, sleeping bag/pad, rain gear, 
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work boots, and durable clothing suitable for outdoor 

work. On rainy days we will work on indoor projects 

(e.g., painting picnic tables).  

 

The project that is planned for the week will be 

identified soon. Fair warning... you may get hooked 

and want to do a Volunteer Vacation EVERY year! 

Please send an email to Dave Barger 

(tgiacb717@yahoo.com) to let us know that you want 

more information or that you want to participate in 

the Devil’s Lake Volunteer Vacation! 
 

New QR Codes 

 

Have you seen our QR code signs? 

 

Perhaps these QR codes are familiar to you, but did 

you know that QR stands for “quick response” 

system and is a matrix barcode designed in 1994 for 

the auto industry in Japan? 

 

Widely used now, the Friends of Devil’s Lake State 

Park have their own QR code. It enables park visitors 

using phones or other devices to instantly access our 

website, our latest Advocate newsletter, Park events, 

and so much more. 

 

We’ve recently placed the Friends of Devil’s Lake 

QR signs throughout the Park and adjacent 

properties. So, the next time you come across one, 

open up your camera, point it at the code, and 

discover what’s happening at the Park. (The QR code 

reader app is free to download from your smart 

phone’s app store.) You can even join the Friends of 

Devil’s Lake and help support ongoing and future 

programs in the Park! 

Announcement! 
 

The Friends of Devil’s Lake State is seeking a Social 

Media Content Creator and Website Publisher 

(Contract Position) to accomplish the following:     
 

We are looking to contract with a Social Media 

Content Creator to interact with our customers and 

promote our products and services on social 

networks. 
 

Responsibilities include updating our social media 

pages, responding to followers, and tracking user 

engagement. To be successful in this role, you should 

have excellent web content writing skills and 

experience advertising on multiple social networks. 

Photography skills and proximity to Devil’s Lake 

State Park will help very much! 
 

Ultimately, you will ensure we maintain a strong 

online voice and brand consistent with our marketing 

goals. 
 

Season: Year-round, part-time 

Hours: 10 hours/week, flexible schedule 

Pay: $15/hour 

Start Date: March 1, 2019 

Reports to Board of Directors, Friends of Devil’s 

Lake State Park 
 

Thanks to the Board Communications sub-committee 

for their work in finding someone to meet our needs. 

As of this writing, there were over 80 submissions 

from people interested in the role. Keep an eye out 

for a new name added to some of the FODL news 

and postings! 
 

Photo Contest Winner: 

1st Place - Plants - Celeste Jenkins 
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Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park – Membership Specials Effective 12/1/18 
 

Membership Options:      Add a 2019 Wisconsin State Park pass: 

 

______ $10 – 1 year student membership   ______ $28 Wisconsin Resident 

      

______ $30 – 1 year regular membership   ______ $38 Non-Wisconsin Resident 

 

______ $80 – 3 year discounted regular membership  ______ $13.50 Senior Wisconsin Resident 

 

______ Donation to Friends of Devil’s Lake to support  ______ Gifted membership – please include recipient’s 

 ongoing Park projects      name, address, and email contact information 

 

  

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address/City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email address*: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  *Required for membership database – will NOT be disclosed to any other parties 

 

Total enclosed today: __________________ 

 

Please mail this form and check to: Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park | P.O. Box 209 | Baraboo, WI 53913 

Contact Us 

If you would like to contribute a story, 

photograph, poem, or artwork relating to 

Devil’s Lake State Park, please contact 

Dave Barger at FODLboard@yahoo.com. 

Preferred method of contact: 

☐  Email    ☐ Mail   ☐ Either 


