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Although our family had many Sunday picnics at 
Devil’s Lake, it was the summer of 1948 that I 
spent a whole week in a house right on the lake 

with my cousins. Where the boat launch is now, there 
was a big two story house with a wide front porch that 
we stayed at.  We had to drive through a small creek, 
Messner Creek, to get to the house. My high school 
cousins were enamored with the University of Wisconsin 
civil engineers who were camped across the road for 
summer studies. There was a little flirting observed by 
this ten year old tag-a-long. Also there were cottages all 
along South Shore Road. Families from Chicago and 
elsewhere came for the summer. All the teenagers hung 
around the concession stand in the evening. We all spent 
our days on the dock at the cottage and swimming out 
to the raft and baking in the sun all day. This is where I 
learned to love swimming. On the North shore there was 
much more beach than now.

As I grew up, high school meant dancing at the 
Chateau many evenings. All the tables on the lake side 
were for those 18 and older, where they could buy beer. 
The rest of us were delegated to the opposite side of 
the dance floor. Big bands played and sometimes a local 
band from Sauk City played.

Friends shared their memories with me, too. 
Devil’s Lake was the place to go for relief from their 
hot homes with no air conditioning. It was instant 
relief to drive into the park then race to the cool water. 
Girl Scouts spent an exciting week a Devil’s Lake even 
though they were only fifteen miles from home. A friend 
who was living in Chicago at the time came to Silverdale 

Resort in 1958 for their honeymoon. The memory we all 
have in common is dancing at the Chateau.

Reaching way back to memories of Devil’s Lake, 
my mother told how in the very early days when she was 
a teenager in about the 1910’s, she would take the train 
from Baraboo, spend the day at Devil’s Lake, then take 
the train home. There were as many as a dozen trains a 
day. A day at Devil’s Lake might include a ride on the 
tour boat and sliding down the huge slide on the North 
Shore.

Gradually the park changed, no more camping 
right on the lakeside, the homes on South Shore Road 
moved or torn down, the engineer camp giving way to a 
parking lot, the house we had stayed at torn down and 
eventually the boat launch built. But still Devil’s Lake 
continued to be the place to go as my husband and I 
brought our own boys to swim and camp. Then with 
the next generation, we brought our grandkids to camp, 
swim and fish, hike the bluffs and even sleep in the 
teepees. One winter day a few years ago, we were hiking 
along a snow covered Tumble Rock Trail. We sat on the 
rocks for a minute, the stillness was suddenly filled with 
a whosh, whosh sound and then an eagle swooped down 
from the bluffs just six feet from us as it then dove into 
the lake for a fish.

Now working with the Friends of Devil’s Lake, I 
can give back to the park for all the joy I have had here.

Jackie Murphy,  
 President, Firends of Devil's Lake State Park 
 jck.murphy65@gmail.com
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January 2017
First Day Hike
Sunday, January 1, 3:30 – 5:00 pm 

Wisconsin State Parks is once again hosting First 
Day Hikes on New Year’s Day. These hikes offer visitors 
an opportunity to begin the New Year rejuvenated and 
connected with nature. This year at Devil’s Lake, we are 
going to take a twilight hike/snowshoe through Steinke 
Basin. Dress warm and bring a flashlight and your 
snowshoes (if we have snow). We’ll have snowshoes to 
loan as well. Meet at the Steinke Basin parking lot on 
Hwy DL.

Winter Snowshoe Outing
Saturday, January 7, 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

Join the Naturalist for a gentle, educational hike 
through the forest. Walks will be conducted on snowshoes 
if we have enough snow. Participants will hike/snowshoe 
about 2 miles along a relatively flat trail. Please wear 
proper footwear and clothing for the outdoors in winter 
and bring water. Bring your snowshoes – we’ll have a 
limited number of pairs to loan. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin Parking Lot. 

Nearly Full Moon Hike
Saturday, January 14, 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Experience a guided walk/snowshoe (2 miles) along 
the trails by the light of the full moon. Listen to the 
crunch of the snow, maybe a hoot of an owl, and the 
whispers of wind encouraging hikes to trails after dark. 
The hike will be conducted on snowshoes if we have 
enough snow. If we have snow, bring your snowshoes 
– we’ll have a limited number of pairs to loan. Please 
wear proper footwear and clothing for the outdoors on 
a winter’s night. Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Family Snow Day
Saturday, January 21, 1:00 – 4:00 pm

Parents, bring your kids out for a day of fun in the 
snow! Borrow some snowshoes to hike around the lake. 
Make a snow fort.  Warm up by the fire. Participant in 
other activities to have fun on a winter’s day! Please wear 
proper footwear and clothing for the outdoors in winter. 
Meet at the Rock Elm shelter on the park’s north shore.

Learn to Ice Fish
Saturday, January 21, 1:00 – 4:00 pm

Bundle up to learn the basics of how to ice fish. 
Devil’s Lake’s volunteers and staff will help you go out 
on the ice and try to catch a fish! All equipment and 
bait is provided. All children must be accompanied by an 
adult and adults are welcome! Dress warm as there will 
be no shanties, but there will be a fire to warm up by on 
shore. This is a “Free Fishing Weekend” so not fishing 
license is required. This is a weather-dependent activity 
and can be canceled if ice conditions are not safe. Meet 
outside the Rock Elm Shelter on the park’s north shore.

Seasonal Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, January 28,  
Drop-in between 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Back by popular demand! Families will receive a set 
of clues to go on a scavenger hunt. Each family will 
need to work as a team as they hike along the trails to 
complete this challenge! Some challenges require a GPS 
unit (provided by the Nature Center) and make sure 
to bring your camera! You’ll receive a small prize for 
completing one of the challenges. Pick up your clues at 
the Nature Center.

February 2017
Celestial Stroll
Saturday, February 4, 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Join us for a moon lit walk through the forest 
searching for nocturnal animals. We’ll even stop to 
check on of the park’s critter cams to see who’s been 
moving around at night when no one is around. We’ll 
even do a bit of star gazing if the sky is clear. Please 
wear proper footwear and clothing for the outdoors on 
a winter’s night. We’ll hike the Johnson Moraine Trail 
for about a 1 ½ mile hike. If we have snow, bring your 
snowshoes – we’ll have a limited number of pairs to loan. 
Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Candlelight Snowshoe
Saturday, February 11, 6:00 – 9:00 pm

Its winter, but that doesn’t mean you have to stay 
inside! Cure your winter cabin fever and join us for 
this winter adventure! Go on a self-guided snowshoe 
(depending on snow) or hike through the park. We have 

Devil’s Lake State Park Activities
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a new and longer trail this year! Warm up by the campfire 
and make a s’more. Bring your snowshoes or borrow one 
of our pairs – we have lots of sizes to fit everyone in 
your family. Make sure you dress appropriately; the event 
will happen rain, snow, or shine. Meet outside the Rock 
Elm shelter on the park’s north shore. Sponsored by the 
Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park.

Winter Woods Guided Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, February 18,  
11:00 am – 12:30 pm

Come explore our hiking trails to find things we don’t 
see the rest of the year such as frost heaves, winterberries, 
animal footprints, bird nests hidden in the trees and 
other winter treasures. Participants will create a digital 
picture journal while on the hike. All equipment will be 
provided. Meet at the Nature Center.

Seasonal Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, February 25,  
Drop-in between 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Back by popular demand! Families will receive a set 
of clues to go on a scavenger hunt. Each family will 
need to work as a team as they hike along the trails to 
complete this challenge! Some challenges require a GPS 
unit (provided by the Nature Center) and make sure 
to bring your camera! You’ll receive a small prize for 
completing one of the challenges. Pick up your clues at 
the Nature Center.

Sonnet 73  

That time of year thou mayst in me behold

When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,

Bare ruined choirs where late the sweet birds sang.

In me thou see’st the twilight of such day

As after sunset fadeth in the west,

Which by and by black night doth take away,

Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest.

In me thou see’st the glowing of such fire

That on the ashes of his youth doth lie,

As the deathbed whereon it must expire,

Consumed with that which it was nourished by.

This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy love more strong,

To love that well which thou must leave ere long. 

               — William Shakespeare
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Another Record Year!
Greetings from Devil’s Lake.  I hope the newsletter 

finds you after a good holiday season and fruitful 
2016.  If you had a chance to visit the park this 

past year, you undoubtedly experienced some of the large 
crowds of park visitors that were spurred on by some of 
the great weather we had in 2016.  As it has been for the 
past couple of years, we have again experienced another 
record year in visitation.  The estimated visitation will 
most likely be around 2.7 million visitors.  Devil’s Lake 
continues to be Wisconsin’s busiest park.  Helping all 
these visitors have a quality state park experience is a 
large and arduous task.  This would not possible without 
the help of our volunteers, Friends group, the Devil’s 
Lake Concession Corporation, and our employees.  

Visitors and volunteers come to the park for many 
reasons.  Some come for the beauty of bluffs and lake 
while others come to spend time with family and 
friends or the possibility of getting that  perfect picture.  
Whatever the reason you come to Devil’s Lake, it is a 
special place for each of us.  Preserving and protecting 
the park is a crucial mission that we all take seriously so 
all our future visitors can experience what we have come 
to experience in the park.  I thank each and every one 
of you for your help in accomplishing this task in the 
past year.  

Our Naturalist, Sue Johansen, is again putting together 
one of the best interpretive program schedules for 2017.  
There is surly something that will interest you or evoke 

the spirit of the park in you.  Check out the schedule 
of events on the website (www.devilslakefriends.org) or 
the ones listed on the newsletter.  If you haven’t had a 
chance yet, I would highly recommend the experience 
of snowshoeing at the park.  This is a great way for you 
to get out and enjoy the park in the winter.  The park 
has 35 pairs of snowshoes available at the Nature Center 
for visitors to use at their leisure.  With the help of the 
Friends of Devil’s Lake, we will be hosting a candlelight 
snowshoe and hike on February 11 starting at 6:00 PM.   
Please come out and enjoy the lighted trail and sit by 
the campfire or wood stove and enjoy a nice cup of hot 
chocolate.   

In 2017, the Department of Natural Resources and 
Wisconsin State Parks will be continuing with our 
realignment effort.  This realignment will help us focus 
on our core work of providing a high quality state park 
experience.  It is clear that we can not continue to do 
more with less.  Many of these changes will take a 
number of months to accomplish.  Stay tuned for more 
information on specific changes as we move through 
this effort.  

Take some to unwind and come out to the park enjoy 
the winter season.  I’ll see you all at the park.

Steve Schmelzer
(608)356-8301 ext. 111
Steven.schmelzer@wisconsin.gov
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Geologically Devil’s Lake is one of the wonders 
of the world. At the dawn of the earth’s history 
there were no rivers or lakes or bluffs in the 

Baraboo region, the ocean or an inland sea covering all 
the land.

At the bottom of the sea were the Archean or 
igneous rocks, the oldest formation known to geology. 
Upon these rocks the sand was piled a mile deep, the 
sand at a later time being changed into sandstone and 
still later metamorphosed into the hard quartzite which 
towers high in the bluffs. Resting upon the beds of sand 
were deposits of clay which changed to slate, limestone 
which became dolomite, and iron which remained in its 
elemental state.

Later there was a mountain making movement of 
the earth and there appeared peaks as lofty as those in 
the Alps or Rockies. The once horizontal beds of sand, 
clay, limestone and iron were uplifted and folded in the 
process, the layers at the lake being inclined about fifteen 
degrees as seen along the East Bluff. The Baraboo Bluffs 
are among the oldest formed things on the globe--older 
than the Rockies or Alleghenies, older than a pound of 
coal on the earth, older than any tree or bird or beast 
that ever lived.

There was a long period of erosion and a river cut a 
gorge through the range where the lake is now located.

In Paleozoic times the sea returned again, the tops 
of the bluffs stood as islands above the waves, the loose 
rocks were rounded on the shore, and sandstone almost 
filled the gorge where there was once a river. The animal 
life then consisted of trilobites, oyster like organisms, 
and other low forms.

The sea retreated and a river once more carried away 
the material which filled the gap in the bluffs. Because 
the hills of this region were once buried and again 
exposed to view, they are sometimes called the “Baraboo 
fossil.”

The Glacial Epoch
Next came the glacial epoch, when the advancing 

ice from the northeast came into the Baraboo region; 
this was a long time after the sea retreated the last time, 
possibly a period of 100,000 or 200,000 years.

Into this gorge where probably once flowed the 
stream we now know as the Wisconsin River, the ice 
advanced to the terminal moraine, where the visitor 

descends just before reaching the lake. At the same time 
another tongue of cold crept into the valley between 
the Devil’s Nose and the Lake. Had the tongues of ice 
advanced much farther there would have been no lake. 
Sand and gravel were washed into the gorge, leaving a 
deposit hundreds of feet thick. The well at the north end 
of the Lake is 283 feet deep, the drill stopping before it 
reached the bed of the ancient stream. In times agone 
the river must have found its way through a chasm 900 
or 1,000 feet deep, a scene as picturesque as that of the 
present gorge below Niagara Falls.

History
On the early maps the name of the lake is given as 

Lake of the Hills.
Of it I. A. Lapham, early Wisconsin traveler and 

scientist, wrote: “The lake is vulgarly called Devil’s 
Lake from the wild, rocky place in which it is found.” 
The Indian name for Devil’s Lake is Minnewaukan, or 
Evil Spirit Lake. The lake has unusual echoing powers 
and for this reason, it is said, the Indians supposed the 
bluffs to be inhabited by powerful spirits or manitos. The 
Winnebago have a tradition that the buffalo clan of their 
tribe had its origin on its shores.

First Visited
The earliest record of the lake being visited by a 

white man was about 1839 when James S. Albin, the first 
permanent settler in Sauk County, came to the bluffs.

Much for the Beholder
These ragged rocks and towering cliffs are most 

overpowering when viewed from a boat coasting along 
the western shore of the lake.

An adequate description of this picturesque spot is 
not attempted here.

The life in the lake, the ferns and flowers on the 
slope, the fur-coated and feather-covered friends in 
the wood, as well as the charm of the Lake itself in its 
unusual environment, are left for the enjoyment of the 
visitor. Nor has anything been said of Indian legends 
which hover over the lofty crags and cling to the rocky 
shores.

Geological Wonder of the World 
Excerpted and edited from H. E Cole Baraboo, Dells, and Devil's Lake Region (1920)

Photo by Bill Schallert
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Forgotten Formations:  
Castle Rock  By Mark Tully, editor, Bananaboat@centurytel.net

Like many of the other “forgotten formations” we 
have explored thus far, Castle Rock is situated along the 
West Bluff.  It forms a sort of a bowl or amphitheater 
with Cleopatra’s Needle anchoring it's south end.  and 
fairly easy to find by following a dirt path leading east 
towards Cleopatra’s Needle from the top of the south 
end of the West Bluff (see Fall 2016 issue).  

And as with other formations, it is difficult to get 
a good view of Castle Rock as these days the view is 
mostly obscured by trees.  The old postcards reproduced 
here show it to its best advantage.  The top, somewhat 
fanciful image shows Castle Rock from the talus field 
above the Tumbled Rocks Trail c. 1930.  Apparently 
the artist who retouched this image and prepared it for 

printing didn’t think Castle Rock lived up to its name 
and wasn’t quite “Castle-y” enough, so they added a 
pair of medieval rooflines, a few windows (or perhaps 
loopholes for the brave and loyal archers?) and a 
crenellated tower.

The bottom postcard — looking northwest from 
approximately above Cleopatra’s Needle — offers a more 
accurate view.  This area is popular with rock climbers 
as it offers a variety of routes of various for various skill 
levels.  If you want to view Castle Rock or any of the 
other rock formations at Devil’s Lake, rock climbers 
offer an great resource as they can often help direct you 
to some of these lesser known areas of the bluffs above 
Devil’s Lake.
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Memberships are Due!
Please check the mailing label on the back of this issue for the date of your membership.  If the date shown 

above your name is earlier than 2017 your dues are due!  Please fill out the form at the bottom half of the 
back page and return it ASAP to ensure you do not miss any issues or invitations to special “Friends-only” 

events!  Your membership card, good for discounts at the Devil’s Lake Concessions, will be in the next issue.

Thank you for your continued support of Devil ’s Lake State Park!

Remembering Erol Altay
From the Chicago Sun-Times and Baraboo News Republic

Erol Altay, 65, of Baraboo, died on Tuesday, 
August 30, 2016, in a climbing accident in the 
Canadian Rockies.

Erol was an architect in Chicago for 40 years and in 
2013 moved to Baraboo to be near the famous climbing 
area Devil’s Lake where he had climbed for over 35 
years. We are climbing here all the time,” his wife, Terri 
Zupanc said. In fact, although Erol climbed around the 
world, he always returned to the lake and never found 
it wanting. He was a friend and mentor to countless 
climbers and others. 

A graduate of the University of Illinois, Mr. Altay 
worked on major commercial and industrial projects and 
created rock-climbing facilities in the greater Chicago 
area at Lane Tech, Lake Forest High School and the 
Hidden Peak gym at Lakeshore Academy, 937 W. 
Chestnut, which specializes in “bouldering” — unroped 
climbing.

In the mid-1980s, Mr. Altay climbed the side of 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church at 1650 W. Foster. “The 
pastor didn’t like that,” said David Roth, who said Mr. 
Altay urged him to start a place where he could construct 
a climbing facility. After Roth founded Lakeshore 
Academy, Mr. Altay built its Hidden Peak gym, named 
for a mountain he ascended in Pakistan. It’s the second-
oldest climbing gym in the city, Roth said.

Erol was involved in climbing throughout his 40-year 
architectural career. He made ascents in Canada, Turkey, 
Pakistan, the United States and the United Kingdom. 

Erol fell from British Columbia’s Mount Assiniboine 
in Kootenay National Park, a world-renowned climbing 
destination.

“It was just a really unfortunate freak accident,” said 
Cpl. Grant Simpson of the Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police district in Invermere, B.C. “He was having a good 
day, felt really confident. A rock he was hanging onto 
broke free.”

Though he wore a harness and was with a friend, Mr. 
Altay was “free climbing” without being tethered to a 
rope, Simpson said.

“He just loved life. Whatever he did, he did to the 
max,” his wife said. “He was a great architect, he was 
a classical pianist and he was an extremely [skilled] 
alpinist and rock climber. 
. . . He just loved the 
outdoors and he just loved 
rock,” his wife said. “He 
could stare at rock.” 



Student Membership - $10
•	 Subscription	to	Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter 

One Year Membership - $20
•	 Subscription	to	Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter

Three Year Membership - $55
•	 Subscription	to	Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter
•	Friends of Devil ’s Lake State Park decal

NEW: All memberships also receive a 10% discount on 
food and boat rentals at Devil ’s Lake State Park con-
cessions (some exclusions apply).    

❏ I am renewing my current membership.                ❏  This is a new membership with Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park.

____  Student Membership ($10) ____  Three Year Membership ($55)

____  One Year Membership ($20) ____  Additional gift to support DLSP projects $ _________________
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Address  ____________________________________________________________
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Phone________________________________      Total Enclosed  $ ____________

Please return to: Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park  •  P.O. Box 209  •  Baraboo, WI 53913
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Return Service Requested

Contact Us
If you would like to contribute a story, 

photograph, poem or artwork relating to 
Devil’s Lake State Park, please contact 
the editor, Mark Tully at 608.356.1836 

or bananaboat@centurytel.net

Membership paid through year shown on label

GIFT MEMBERSHIP — share your passion for Devil’s Lake State Park! 
Name  ___________________________________________________________
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City  _____________________________________   State ___  Zip__________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________________________________________


