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Life is Like a Circus Ring 
 

“Life is like a circus ring, with some moments more 
spectacular than others.” –Janus Z Korczak 

 

When I was a kid, the circus was a big deal! Excitement 
would build as TV and radio teased us with ads about all 
the attractions: wild animals, death-defying acts, amusing 
clowns, and colorful music. So much to see, so much to 
do! Growing up on a farm had its fun times for me, but 
going to the circus, that was a whole new level of fun and 
excitement!   
 

Like the circus, FODL activities of late are likewise 
generating a lot of excitement! Volunteering, trail 
improvements, new FODL shirts, and starting The Center 
are a few of the delightful things that are happening. The 
articles in this newsletter will dive into some of these in 
depth, but I want to touch on them here a bit. 

 
Our Volunteer Vacation got traction this year with nine 
folks working to improve the Park. The work included 
vegetation control (cutting and lopping foliage) along part 
of the West Bluff Trail, patching asphalt on portions of the 
Tumbled Rocks Trail, and assisting the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance with rerouting and improving a stretch of the 
Balanced Rock Trail. FODL invested in camping 
equipment that allowed the volunteers to camp with 
FODL folks where meals and relaxation could be enjoyed. 
 
The Balanced Rock Trail had a congested section where 
hikers and climbers occupied the same space. Work that 
was started last year to reroute the hikers was completed 
in June. The Ice Age Trail Alliance, the American Alpine 
Club, the WDNR, and Friends of Devil’s Lake all had 
folks doing hard, heavy work. In the weeks leading up to 
the work, hikers became casual volunteers and hauled 
over 100 buckets of gravel up to the site as well! Hike the 
trail and you will definitely notice the improvement! 
 
A new FODL shirt (two styles) has been created! They 
were first awarded to the volunteer vacationers. At FODL 
music events we are offering one to anyone who joins 
FODL. They are very popular, but joining FODL or 
volunteering is how you get one… they are not for sale! 
 
Lastly, efforts to create The Center are finally under way! 
It was envisioned in the 1982 DLSP Master Plan but is 
now coming to life. A Request For Qualifications (RFQ) 
was issued by FODL in June to hire an organization in 
about a month to produce a schematic by spring 2019 of a 
facility on a DL site. It will be a few years to complete a 
facility, but the RFQ is the first definitive step in actually 
making it happen! 
 
Lots is happening with FODL and DLSP these days! Stay 
tuned to keep up-to-date and to participate! 
 
Happy Trails, 
 
Dave Barger 
Board President, Friends of Devil’s Lake (FODL) 

    Summer 2018 
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FODL and a Future Multi-use 
Educational/Interpretative 
and Outdoor Recreation 
Center: From the Friends 
Perspective 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and FODL recently released our intent to receive and 
review qualification statements submitted for concept-
level architecture, site design, and programming for a new 
center at Devil’s Lake State Park. An interpretive center 
has been a topic of discussion for many, many years with 
alternate levels of interest and the question of appropriate 
timing of any potential project by the Wisconsin DNR, 
FODL Board of Directors, and the Devil’s Lake 
Concession Corporation (DLCC). Finally, at the same 
point in time, the respective boards and representatives of 
these three parties have come together and agreed that the 
time is appropriate to seek design services and cost 
projections relative to their combined wish lists.   
 
Throughout this process careful consideration will be 
given to all who use and love the Park. While the 
Wisconsin DNR owns the land and all structures within 
the State Park boundaries, for the duration of any future 
construction project for this type of facility, FODL will 
own and insure a new structure. Upon completion, the 
building would again be owned and insured by the 
Wisconsin DNR. Therefore, FODL will play a very 
important role in this process.   
 
At the time of this writing, the working sub-committee 
made up of park staff, Wisconsin DNR representatives, 
FODL board members, and DLCC board members are 
reviewing nine qualification statements which have been 
received in response to the Request for Qualifications. 
Qualified bidders will be evaluated on the basis of project 
team, approach to requested work, similar experience, 
specific experience, proposed fee, references, quality 
control, schedule, responsiveness, and team coordination; 
and litigation history of primary team members.   
 
In our Park Superintendent’s greeting, you’ll find the link 
to project updates on the FODL website. How can you 
help us get started on this project? We are currently 
offering these limited edition shirts in exchange for project 
seed money. Summer concert-goers at the Park will also 
have an opportunity to join and receive a limited edition 
shirt of their choice (size and long-sleeved or short-
sleeved). Our June concert offering yielded 25 new 
members! We hope to continue to grow our circle of 
support and create an awareness of the benefits of this new 
center.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The front of the shirt has five iconic locations in DLSP, 
the back has the map of where to find them in the park! 
We thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
FODL Members-Only Kayak Tour of Devil’s Lake 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 
See page 5 of this newsletter! 
 
 
FODL-Sponsored Concert in the Park 
Sunday, Aug. 26 | 5:00-7:00pm 
Music provided on the north shore. 
 
Find a Trail 
Saturday, Sept. 1 | Drop-in between 9:00-10:00am 
Wondering what trail to hike or what to see in the Park? 
Join the Nature Center staff for some great hiking ideas. 
Meet at the Nature Center.  
 
Exploration Station—Outdoor Challenge 
Saturday, Sept. 1 | Drop-in between 10:00am-12:00pm 
Get outside and try your hand at some outdoor skills by 
competing at this fun, family-friendly Outdoor Challenge. 
We’ll test your wildlife identification skills, see how 
quickly you can start a fire, and challenge you to a fish-
off! Activities will happen outside the Nature Center. 
 
Animal Feeding Day 
Saturday, Sept. 1 | Starting at 11:00am 
Watch the animals in the Nature Center have lunch! 
Watch the box turtles munch on some salad. See the water 
snake slurp down a fish. Check out the treefrogs as they 
tackle a cricket or two. Happening at the Nature Center. 
 
Monarch Tagging 
Saturday, Sept. 1, 8, and 15 | 1:00-3:00pm 
The monarch butterflies are starting to migrate south for 
the winter and it’s a perfect time for us to capture and tag 
them. The results will be recorded with 
MonarchWatch.org. We will provide the nets and 
monarch tags. Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.  
 
 

Shirt Front 

Shirt Back 
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Guided Kayak Tour 
Saturday, Sept. 1 | 5:30-7:30pm 
Go on an adventure at Devil’s Lake by kayak! Guides will 
take you on a two-hour tour of the lake, exploring the 
geology and lake wildlife. Space is limited, so you’ll need 
to pre-register. If you need to rent a kayak, please let us 
know when you register. The rental fee is $25 for a single 
kayak and $45 for a double. To register, please contact the 
Nature Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140. Meet at the 
Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
 
Exploration Station—Butterflies 
Sunday, Sept. 2 | Drop-in between 10:00am-12:00pm 
What are orange, yellow, blue, black, and purple? 
Butterflies! Drop in to find out more about these delicate 
creatures of summer. Activities will happen outside the 
Nature Center. 
 
Drop-in Discovery Station—Raccoons  
Sunday, Sept. 2 | Drop-in between 1:00-3:00pm 
Raccoons are everywhere—in the woods, near our houses, 
even around your campsite! Find out about the lives of 
these masked bandits. Activities will happen outside the 
Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
 
Walk on the Wild Side 
Monday, Sept. 3 | 11:00am-12:00pm 
Come explore and learn more about the wild side of 
nature! Join us for these family-friendly walks where we’ll 
spend some time having fun exploring nature. Meet at the 
Nature Center. 
 
Animal Feeding Day 
Saturday, Sept. 8 | Starting at 11:00am 
Watch the animals in the Nature Center have lunch! 
Watch the box turtles munch on some salad. See the water 
snake slurp down a fish. Check out the treefrogs as they 
tackle a cricket or two. Happening at the Nature Center. 
 
Universe in the Park 
Saturday, Sept. 8 | 8:00-9:00pm 
Join astronomers from the UW-Madison Astronomy 
Program for an evening of exploring the Universe! If there 
is rain, the presentation will be moved to the Nature 
Center. Meet at the Northern Lights Amphitheater. 
 
Exploration Station—Night Sky 
Sunday, Sept. 9 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Enjoy the night sky during the day! Drop in and learn 
about the constellations, make a star chart, and much 
more! Activities will happen outside the Nature Center.  
 
Animal Feeding Day 
Saturday, Sept. 15 | Starting at 11:00am 
Watch the animals in the Nature Center have lunch! 
Watch the box turtles munch on some salad. See the water 
snake slurp down a fish. Check out the treefrogs as they 
tackle a cricket or two. Happening at the Nature Center. 

Exploration Station—Spiders 
Sunday, Sept. 16 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Come explore the world of spiders and find out what 
makes these misunderstood invertebrates great! Activities 
will happen outside the Nature Center. 
 
Nature’s Trading Post 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 29 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Do you enjoy exploring and discovering new things about 
the natural world? Come check out Nature's Trading Post! 
Bring an object, photograph, drawing, or journal entry to 
the Nature Center and learn some fun facts about it. You 
can even trade it in for something new. Happening at the 
Nature Center. 
 
Exploration Station—Birds 
Sunday, Sept. 23 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Drop by the Exploration Station to test your knowledge of 
birds! We’ll have lots of activities to see if how well you 
know these backyard visitors. Activities will happen 
outside the Nature Center. 
 
Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park Annual Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 30 | 5:00pm 
Dinner and meeting beginning at 5:00pm. More details to 
come. 
 
Exploration Station—Night Sky 
Sunday, Sept. 30 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Enjoy the night sky during the day! Drop in and learn 
about the constellations, make a star chart, and much 
more! Activities will happen outside the Nature Center.  
 
Nature’s Trading Post 
Saturday, Oct. 6, 13 | Drop-in between 11:00am-1:00pm 
Do you enjoy exploring and discovering new things about 
the natural world? Come check out Nature's Trading Post! 
Bring an object, photograph, drawing, or journal entry to 
the Nature Center and learn some fun facts about it. You 
can even trade it in for something new. Happening at the 
Nature Center. 
 
FODL- Sponsored Candlelight Halloween Hike  
Saturday, Oct. 20 | 6:00-8:30pm  
Join us for lots of Halloween fun! There’s a lot to do at 
this annual event sponsored by FODL. You can go on a 
one-mile torch lit hike, show off your costume by the 
campfire while roasting a marshmallow or two, listen to 
the songs of Campfire Kevin, enjoy some tasty treats sold 
by the Friends group, and find out about bats! You can 
even make a bat to take home with you. The event is held 
at Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
 
 
For more events coming up in November and December, 
please check the events page on the FODL website: 
http://friendsofdevilslake.org/events.  
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First Annual FODL  
Geology Field Trip 

 
On May 19 we set out on our first ever FODL Geology 
Field Trip. We first met at the North Shore Visitor’s 
Center at around 8:30am. We presented a brief geological 
history of the area taking us back to the Precambrian Eon, 
when the story of the rocks of Devil’s Lake began. Our 
small but enthusiastic group boarded a yellow school bus 
to learn about and find evidence for Baraboo area’s 
geological past. 
 
The first stop on 
our tour was 
Point of Rocks, 
which due to the 
Highway 12 
bypass, now has 
safe access. Our 
bus driver Tom 
was very happy to 
be driving us as he was just as excited as the rest of the 
group to be a part of this adventure. We even went to the 
west side of Highway 12 to see the newly exposed 
Baraboo quartzite outcrop to find geological clues.   
 
We then traveled to Rock Springs where we crossed paths 
with a very large group of geology students from 
Northwestern University; they were also learning about 
the geological wonders of the area. After we saw the 
amazing vertical beach complete with its infamous ripple 
marks at Abelman’s Gorge, we took a scenic hike through 
the woods to Van Hise Rock. We had a great time 

discovering several unique rocks along the way which 
exhibited large euhedral (well formed) quartz crystals.  
 
Our stop at Van Hise rock provided more evidence for our 
current understanding of the area’s geological history. We 
also were able to read the historical understanding of the 
area as written on the green, patinated-plaque that was 
mounted on Van Hise Rock in 1923. The two stories are 
amazingly similar despite 
the fact that in 1923 the 
theory of plate tectonics was 
not understood. Alfred 
Wegener proposed the 
theory of continental drift in 
his publication The Origin of 
Continents and Oceans in 
1915, but it wasn’t until 
1965 that the theory of plate 
tectonics achieved scientific 
consensus.  
 
We left Van Hise Rock and 
returned back to Devil’s 
Lake to have lunch. We then 
hiked up the East Bluff Trail to see Elephant Cave and 
Elephant Rock. (I think that Elephant Rock looks more 
like Bison Rock, but that’s just me.) The group learned 
about the more recent history of the rocks of Devil’s Lake 
and its recent glacial past. We were really happy to have 
such an enthusiastic group, who, by the way, most had 
never been to any of the stops. The trip was officially over 
a little after 2:00pm. However, the trip for many did not 
stop there. Several members of the group continued on the 
trail to have their own geological adventures.   
 
We really enjoyed the group that attended our first annual 
geology trip. We hope to make this a yearly event as there 
are many locations in the Park and nearby areas where we 
can continue to find more evidence for the Baraboo area’s 
unique geological past. Stay tuned... 
 
Bernadette Greenwood, PG 
Board Member, FODL  
 

Volunteer Vacation – Success!  
 
In our last newsletter we wrote all about the planned 
Volunteer Vacation and what it was all about. That info 
won’t be repeated here, but we thought we’d fill you in on 
how it went. 
 
First and foremost, our volunteers did a great job of 
helping the Park! Dave Barger and Janice Beers were the 
FODL group leaders. Seven people volunteered: a family 
of four for two days, and three individuals on one other 
day. Non-stop rain prevented work from happening at the 
end of the week. 

Van Hise Rock 

Point of Rocks 
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Though the group was 
small, we accomplished a 
lot. On Monday we lopped 
and brushed the north end 
of the West Bluff Trail. 
We reached the top of the 
trail by noon, but the heat 
and humidity caused us to 
run low on water! We did 
not have enough energy or 
water to continue into the 
hot afternoon, so we called 
it a day. We rejuvenated 
ourselves by relaxing and 
swimming at the North 
Shore… a lot of fun! 
 
On Tuesday the focus was 

asphalt on the Tumbled Rocks Trail, with volunteers 
working with WDNR staff. A section of the trail was 
expanded near a bench so that a wheelchair could park 
next to the bench, thereby avoid blocking the trail for 
other hikers. Other sections of the trail were repaired. 
 
On Wednesday, the work 
shifted to the Balanced 
Rock Trail to help complete 
improvements that were 
started last fall. The Ice 
Age Trail Alliance and the 
American Alpine Club 
provided expertise to build 
a reroute with rocks and 
gravel. Rain persisted the 
whole morning so the work 
was called off at noon.   
 
In addition to the work on the trails, the volunteers also 
helped with kitchen duties such as meal preparation and 
cleanup. One night we got some wet wood to burn and had 
a nice campfire after supper! The group campsite provided 
a great environment to meet new friends and share 
interests.   
 
We are looking forward to leading next year’s group of 
volunteers to improve the Park. The trick will be to get the 
weather to cooperate!   
 

Friends Members-Only 
Kayak Tour 
 
Go on an adventure at Devil’s Lake by kayak! The Friends 
Group is giving its members a chance to go on a guided 
kayak on Tuesday, August 21 from 6:30-8:30pm. We’ll 
have board member Bernadette Greenwood, local 
geologist, along to talk about the geology of the Park and 

Park Naturalist Sue Johansen to talk about the history and 
wildlife. You can bring your own boat or rent one from 
the Chateau (North Shore Concessions). The cost to rent 
for the two hours is $25 for a single and $45 for a double 
kayak. Please pre-register for the kayak tour by calling 
the Nature Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140, or emailing 
Sue at Susan.JohansenMayoleth@wisconsin.gov. 
 
If you plan on joining us, here’s some things to know 
before you register: 
 
• You will be required to wear your PFD during the tour.  
• We’ll meet at the Chateau by the boat rental area. If you are 

bringing your own boat, you can launch from the north shore 
boat launch and then paddle over.  

• Please be there at least 15 minutes before the tour starts so we 
can get everyone organized. 

• We will cancel the tour if the lake is rough or there is heavy 
rain/thunderstorms.  

• The tour will last close to two hours and we’ll paddle the 
whole circumference of the lake. 

• If you are new to kayaking—welcome! We are happy to have 
you along, but know that we will not be teaching you how to 
kayak on this tour. We are happy to give you some tips to 
help you paddle. 

 
If you have any questions or want to know a little more 
about the kayak tour, feel free to contact the Nature Center 
or email Sue directly (see above for her email). 
 
We hope to see you out on the lake! 
 

2018 Photo Contest 
 
FODL is having a photo contest and we want you to enter! 
Devil’s Lake is a great place to take some pretty great 
photos, and we want you to share them with us. You don’t 
need to be a member of the Friends group to submit 
photos, so feel free to share with others who enjoy taking 
pictures in the Park. This year we have six categories you 
can enter: 1) vistas and landscapes, 2) visitor activities, 3) 
plants, 4) animals, 5) winter, and 6) youth photograph 
(younger than 18 years of age). Each category winner will 
receive a Wisconsin State Park 2019 Annual Vehicle Pass.  
 
The entry deadline is November 1, 2018 at 4:00pm. All 
entries should be submitted to Richard.Hesed@ 
wisconsin.gov with the subject line “2018 Contest.” See 
below for the official rules for the contest.  
 
Photo Contest Rules:  
 
• All pictures must be taken within the boundaries of Devil’s 

Lake State Park.  
• Entries must be digital: JPEG at least 3,000 dpi resolution. 
• All pictures must be taken within the last five years. 
• Please specify the category and any photo must be entered 

into only one category (limit 5 photos per person). 
• Any photos with identifiable faces must include that person’s 
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permission along with the entry. 
• Photographers in the youth category must be under 18. 
• Officers of FODL and Devil’s Lake staff are not eligible. 
• By sending photo entries, entrants are giving permission for 

photos to be used by the WI-DNR for use in printed 
publications, displays, online, and media publicity. 

• Photos may be credited by last name, but not guaranteed. 
 
If you have any questions about the contest, please contact 
the Friends group at FODLmembers@yahoo.com.  
  

Rattlesnake Sightings 
 

If you are on 
Facebook, you might 
have seen the video a 
hiker shared with 
their encounter with 
a rattlesnake on one 
of the East Bluff 
trails at Devil’s Lake. 
A lot of people are 
surprised that there 
are rattlesnakes here 
in Wisconsin and 

actually, the timber rattlesnake is one of only two 
rattlesnakes found in Wisconsin and in the Park. The 
other, called the massasauga rattlesnake, is the only other 
poisonous snake in Wisconsin. Rattlesnakes don’t often 
rank high on many people’s “must see animal” list. The 
fear and misunderstanding of these creatures has resulted 
in many rattlesnakes being killed over the years. Because 
of this persecution, the timber rattlesnake is a protected 
species in Wisconsin and the massasauga is considered 
critically endangered.  
 
Why do people fear rattlesnakes? Well, for one thing, they 
are venomous and there are lots of stories and movies 
about people getting bitten and coming close to dying. 
Fortunately, the timber rattlesnake’s venom is not one of 
the more toxic snake venoms out there, but would still 
require medical attention if you were bitten. The 
likelihood of being bitten by a rattlesnake is quite small. A 
timber rattlesnakes is generally a docile snake that uses a 
bite as a last resort to protect itself. In other words, if you 
leave them alone, they’ll leave you alone. This snake’s 
instinct is to avoid danger and will try and hide by using 
its coloration to camouflage itself into its surroundings. If 
the snake feels threatened it will rattle its tail to let you 
know it’s agitated and you should leave it alone. If the 
snake feels provoked, it may “bluff strike”—lunge out but 
not open its mouth. If this doesn’t work, it may bite again, 
this time with its mouth open. Since venom is costly for 
the rattlesnake to produce and is mainly used to kill its 
food, the snake may not inject venom. In fact, half of all 
timber rattlesnake bites to humans contain little or no 
venom, but you don’t want to get to the point where you 

test this theory! If you were to be bitten, notify the 
authorities immediately and follow their instructions. The 
local hospital does carry a supply of anti-venom.  
 
When are you most likely to see a rattlesnake? In the 
spring and fall is when you can find these snakes on rocky 
outcrops, southwest slopes, or in open grassy areas. 
During the summer, they move into more forested areas. 
The time most people report seeing rattlesnakes is mid to 
late July when gravid (pregnant) females spend time up in 
the bluffs on exposed rock. These females want to be in 
hotter temperatures to enhance the development of their 
embryos. Timber rattlesnakes are ovoviviparous—the 
eggs hatch inside the female’s body and the young are 
born live. Unlike other snake species, rattlesnakes don’t 
breed every year. In fact, they only reproduce every 2-3 
years. They are a species that also takes a long time to 
become sexually mature. Males become mature 
somewhere between 4-6 years of age and females between 
7-13 years. 
 
It’s understandable why visitors are concerned when they 
find out there are venomous snakes here in the Park. 
However, of the two million visitors who come to the 
park, only a very small percentage of them ever see a 
rattlesnake. Again, consider yourself lucky if you have a 
chance to encounter this docile snake while hiking in the 
bluffs. I am always interested in reports of rattlesnake 
sightings and will be happy to hear of your snake 
encounter. I still haven’t seen one (and would love to find 
and photograph one), so I am happy to find out where they 
are being seen. If you have questions or want to find out 
more about rattlesnakes or any other snakes in the Park, 
come up to the Nature Center and ask the staff. Otherwise 
there is lots of information about snakes in Wisconsin on 
the Wisconsin DNR’s webpage at www.dnr.wi.gov.  
 
Sue Johansen-Mayoleth 
Park Naturalist 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 
Greetings Friends, 
 
I hope everyone is having a great summer and you have 
had the opportunity to visit the Park. We are busy as usual 
here and I have several updates to report. It is with great 
anticipation and excitement that FODL, the Devil’s Lake 
Concession Corporation, and the Department of Natural 
Resources have begun the process to scope and build a 
new Interpretive/Welcome/Outdoor Center. A core group 
of members from these organizations are currently 
reviewing and hope to pick a design team to come up with 
a conceptual design and location for this new center. 
Please look at this press release from the DNR: 
 

BARABOO, Wis.—The Friends of Devil's Lake State Park 
in conjunction with the Devil's Lake Concession Board are 

Timber Rattlesnake 
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proposing to develop a new Multi-Use Educational, 
Interpretive and Outdoor Recreation Center at the park that 
would to be open year-round and have the capacity to host 
additional and more diverse programing.  
 

In addition to educational programming, the new facility 
could house interactive and passive interpretive exhibits, 
multi-use gathering and classroom space, gift shop/sale area 
as well as serving as an introduction to all diverse types of 
recreation offered on public lands.  
 

Friends of Devil's Lake State Park are currently seeking a 
firm to develop a schematic design for the new center that 
will include analysis and recommendations for siting the 
facility, focused on a few primary locations within the park.  
 

Friends of Devil's Lake State Park have reached out too 
many firms requesting their qualifications and has posted a 
request for qualifications on their website. Qualifications 
were due July 9, 2018 and a firm is anticipated to be 
selected by the end of August. 
 

The selected firm/design team has an anticipated timeline of 
work from September 2018-May 2019. Once the selected 
firm is on board, Friends, DNR and various partners and 
stakeholders will begin brainstorming the detail elements of 
this exciting new facility. Once a site is selected, the 
department will work through any master plan updates that 
are required. 
 

"We are excited to partner with the Friends and other 
stakeholders to create cutting-edge new facility that brings 
together education, interpretation and outdoor recreation," 
Ben Bergey, State Parks director. "This facility will be the 
gateway to our state parks and recreation lands and enhance 
our visitors experience year-round."  
 

The Friends of Devil's Lake will fund the entire facility, 
which will meet all state standards and codes. The donation 
of the facility would need approval of the state Natural 
Resources Board. More information can be found on the 
Friends of Devil's Lake State Park website at: 
friendsofdevilslake.org/Interpretive-Center-Project. 

 

The Friends, the Concession Corporation, and the 
Department continue to do improvements throughout the 
Park. The recently completed boat building, with changing 
stall building, has been a real bonus to the Park. This new 
building took architectural elements from the surrounding 
buildings and incorporated them into the building, and 
improved the boat 
rental area for the 
concession. The 
addition of bathing 
suit changing stalls is 
also very popular. The 
shoreline adjacent to 
the Chateau was also 
finished with addition 
of drains, permeable 
pavers, and catch basins. This dramatically improves both 
the functionality and the look of the area. The Park has 
also received State Park enhancement monies that have 
been used for bathroom remodels at the Rock Elm Shelter, 

Park Headquarters, and White Oak shelters.  Signage on 
the trails and in the campgrounds and picnic areas 
continues to be upgraded and expanded. We have also 
continued our parking and access solutions to better 
accommodate our ever-increasing numbers of visitors. We 
will also be getting our second automated self-registration 
site which will be installed on the North Shore. Please 
stop by and look at all the improvements.  
 
I’ll see you all at the Park.   
 
Steve Schmelzer 
Park Superintendent 
 

Meet FODL Board Member – 
Nick Wilkes 
 

I grew up in Vernon, 
Wisconsin amidst 
forests, farms, and 
marshlands. I first visited 
Devil’s Lake on family 
camping trips as a kid, 
and returned many times 
in middle and high 
school with my Boy 
Scout troop. Scrambling 
up and down the talus 
slopes was always a 
favorite activity; it made 
me feel wild and alive. 

While attending college at UW-Madison I began rock 
climbing regularly at Devil’s Lake and spent many days 
there with friends and climbing partners. And so, for me, 
Devil’s Lake has always been associated with rock 
climbing, exploring, and adventuring. 
 
After college, I went on Environmental Studies programs 
at Teton Science School in Jackson, WY and Antioch 
University in Keene, NH. I received my credential in high 
school biology education, but instead pursued adventure 
education work in the Zion National Park area. After 10 
years away from home, I returned to Wisconsin with my 
partner, Maya, in 2010 to make Madison home again. 
 
Maya and I are now parents to two boys, ages 5 and 7, and 
figuring out how to wrangle and raise reasonable human 
beings. Of course one of our boy’s favorite things to do is 
hike, scramble, swim, and explore at Devil’s Lake. Our 
family strongly supports the idea and mission of public 
parks and believes we all need access to natural and wild 
places to thrive. I am excited to serve on the Friends of 
Devil’s Lake board and look forward to meeting and 
visiting with our members. 
 



 

P.O Box 209 
Baraboo WI 53913 

 
Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 

Membership paid through year shown on label 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park – Membership Specials 
 
Membership Options:      Donation:     
 
______ $10 – 1 year student membership          
     
______ $20 – 1 year regular membership     
    
______ $55 – 3 year discounted regular membership      
            
 
 
Preferred method of contact: � Email � Mail  � Either 
 
 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address/City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address*: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  *Required for membership database – will NOT be disclosed to any other parties 
 
Total enclosed today: __________________ 
 
 

Please mail this form and check to: Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park | P.O. Box 209 | Baraboo, WI 53913 

Contact Us 
If you would like to contribute a story, 

photograph, poem, or artwork relating to 
Devil’s Lake State Park, please contact 

Dave Barger at FODLboard@yahoo.com. 

______ To jumpstart our building project,  
here’s my donation of $50 or more to FODL 
 

Get a shirt for your $50+ donation! (Size S-XXL) 
 

� Short-sleeved, size: ______ 
or 

 � Long-sleeved, size: ______ 
 
 


