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Volume 20 Number 3    Summer 2016

The Power of Parks – Reprise

In the last newsletter, I invited you to consider 
the history of the U.S. National Park Service and 
its centennial anniversary which was highlighted 

in the January 2016 edition of National Geographic 
Magazine.

While we are in full swing of our summer fun, 
activities, and best of all, vacations, I urge to consider 
what is closest to home in the Midwest.  Within this 
13 state region, there are 55 units in the National 
Park system including battlefields, battlefield parks, 
heritage areas, heritage corridors, historical parks, 
historic sites, lakeshores, monuments, memorials, 
parks, preserves, rivers, recreation rivers, and scenic 
riverways.  We can also count 9 national trails 
throughout the Midwest.

Not discounting our allegiance first and 
foremost to Devil’s Lake State Park, remember the 
gems that are within the borders of Wisconsin.  
There are 3 places which should be added to your 
must-see list.  These are the Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore, Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway, and 
of course the Ice Age National Scenic Reserve.  

The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 
preserves 12 miles of southern Lake Superior 
shoreline and 21 forested islands.  Headquartered 
in Bayfield, WI, Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 

is known for the largest collection of lighthouses in 
the National Park system.  The Saint Croix National 
Scenic Riverway showcases the Namekagon as well 
as the St. Croix Rivers in northwest Wisconsin.  The 
scenic riverway covers 252 miles throughout rural 
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Last but not least, the Ice Age National Scenic 
Reserve highlights 9 places in the State of Wisconsin 
where documented advances of glaciers occurred 
as recently as 12,000 years ago.  We are so very 
fortunate to have the accessibility to the Ice Age trail 
in multiple locations nearby Devil’s Lake and with 
that, naturalists, instructors, and outdoor enthusiasts 
in our midst who know so much about its history.  If 
you don’t already know, there are plans to construct 
an Ice Age Interpretive Center within Devil’s Lake 
State Park in the very near future.  As Friends of 
Devil’s Lake State Park, you will hear more about 
the future site project, designs to optimize space for 
education of our visitors and staff, funding needs for 
construction, and finally opportunities for willing 
donors to make this center a place where we can 
bring the history of Devil’s Lake State Park to life!  

Enjoy the summer!
Sandy Snow, FODL President 
snowsis3@yahoo.com



Greeting Friends!  I hope you all are enjoying 
the summer so far.  We’ve had a busy spring 
and start to the summer here at the park.  The 

warmer weather has really brought the visitors out to 
recreate as we have seen a 30% increase in stickers 
sold over this time last year.  I would anticipate that 
our visitation will continue to strong as we enter the 
busiest time of the year here at the park.  

If you haven’t been to the park recently, 
you’ll probably notice some improvements that were 
recently completed.  First, we now have a new beach 
wall and access points on the beach at North Shore 
adjacent to the Chateau.  We had been seeing erosion 
and failing sections of the previous wall so the new 
section will vastly improve that.  The wall is made 
up of 1,200 lb precast concrete blocks and steps.  
We also planted a number of new trees and added 
accessible access points.  We have been receiving 
many favorable comments on the work and our 
visitors really seem to like the improvements.  We 
also hope to stain the wall a more natural color to 
blend in with the surrounding quartzite rock. 

You know it is summer when swimmers itch 
rears its head here at the park.  In the middle of May 
we had a couple of reports of the “itch” so we posted 
signs warning visitors about it.  Swimmers itch is 
actually present worldwide in many freshwater and 
saltwater areas.  About 17 years ago the Friends and 
the DNR helped bring a scientist from Eastern Europe 
to study swimmer itch here at the park.  He found 11 
species of snails here at the park and I believe around 
5 of them carried the fluke that causes swimmers itch.   
The idea was then floated that if we lowered the 
fertility of the lake by improving the water quality, 
we could possibly lower the population of snails 
and lessen the prevalence of swimmers itch.   We 
have now operated the phosphorus removal pipe for 
about 15 years and it has really improved the water 
quality of the lake.  There has also been a reduction 
in the snails and our swimmers itch is usually now 
short lived and not as big of a problem.

I would also like to share with everyone that 
Sarah Kotnik has completed her Senior Capstone 
Project as a part of her Landscape Architecture 
degree requirement at UW Madison.  Sarah’s project 
was to site a new Interpretive Center at Devil’s Lake 
and provide some preliminary design concepts.  She 

gave the presentation to some DNR staff in May and 
we were very impressed with it.  In the near future, 
the Friends will be helping to raise the funds for 
the center.  In the Friends next newsletter we will 
provide more information and pictures.   

Take some time to visit the park and enjoy 
your favorite activity.  I’ll see you all at the park.

Steve Schmelzer
Park Superintendent
Devil’s Lake State Park
(608) 356-8301 ext. 111
Steven.Schmelzer@Wisconsin.gov
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Concerts in 
the Park

Join us on the lawn at the North Shore Chateau 
for a great variety of live entertainment.  Concerts 
are held the last Sunday of the month through 

September.

THE SWING CREW
Sunday, July 31, 6:00 – 8:00 pm

Back again for this season are the crowd-
pleasing favorites the Swing Crew. Fun is the 
bottom line with this interactive, acoustic band. The 
shows feature a wide variety of music, audience 
participation, jokes, stunts, cornball humor and 
toasts. Join the fun, join the show and you could be 
the recipient of The Swing Crew bumper sticker.

THE MAD CITY RADIATORS
Sunday, August 28, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

In August we will be featuring The Mad City 
Radiators. This five-piece band features high-energy, 
family-friendly music from rock to folk to country. 

DELIGHT QUARTET
Sunday, September 25, 5:00 – 7:00 pm

Delight Quartet shares the gift of acapella 
music in Wisconsin. Stop out and join us for the last 
concert in the 2016 series!

Park Update
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Devil’s Lake State Park 
Bird Mound 100th Anniversary
Sunday, September 11, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Later this summer the Wisconsin Archeological 
Society and the Sauk County Historical Society 
will be hosting a joint centennial celebration of 

tof the placing of the marker plaque on the Devil’s 
Lake State Park bird effigy mound.  

There are quite a few effigy mounds in 
Devil’s Lake State Park, and the bird mound is one 
of the most visible.  It is tucked between the railroad 
tracks and the lake just north of the parking lot on the 
southeastern shore of the park.

Effigy mounds were built between 300 and 
1300 CE during the Late Woodland period.  They 
were probably constructed by ancestors of the 
Ho-Chunk nation, but other tribes may have built 
mounds as well.  Effigy mounds are exclusive to the 
driftless area of southcentral Wisconsin, northeastern 
Iowa and southeastern Minnesota.  

No one knows exactly why these mounds 
were built, and their function may have changed 
over time.  Some were most definitely burial mounds, 
while others may have helped to define territorial 
borders or been ceremonial sites.  

In 1854, Nobel C. Kirk acquired the land 
where the bird mound is located.  Early Baraboo-area 
pioneer and surveyor William H. Canfield (1819-
1913) visited Kirkland and was the first to make 
detailed measurements of the bird mound (at right).  
The bird mound is thought to be the only one within 
the park boundaries that contained human remains.  
and W.H. Canfield noted that it was Mr. Kirk who 
made this discovery: “[Mr. Kirk] exhumed the pre-
Adamite skeleton in a sitting posture.”

Mr. Kirk apparently had little regard for the 
effigy mounds, as he erected a pavilion that cut off 
the tail of the bird mound.  The tail is an important 
detail of the Devil’s Lake mound as it may actually 
have represented legs—in Native American culture a 
“bird-man” is a supernatural deity who resides in the 
upper world along with the spirits of the Sun, Moon 
and Stars. 

It may also depict the thunderbird who, 
according to Indian legend, battled the water spirit 
for possession of Devil’s Lake—the hurled eggs and 

lightning bolts and water spouts ricocheted off of the 
canyon walls to create the tumbled talus field.  

Or, it may instead simply depict a swallow or 
other bird with a forked tail.

Find out more at the 100th anniversary 
ceremony this September!  A brief commemoration 
ceremony will begin at 11:00 AM, followed by a 
joint societies potluck picnic. You are encouraged to 
attend both the commemoration event and picnic—
simply bring a dish to pass and your own lawn chair. 
The picnic will be held at the Red Cedar Shelter just 
south of the bird effigy mound. 

Please contact Kurt Sampson, President of 
the Wisconsin Archeological Society if you wish 
to attend the picnic at (414) 405-4367 or email 
kurtsampson68@gmail.com.

Mark R. Tully, editor
(608) 356-7952
bananaboat@centurytel.net
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JULY

LAWN CHAIR BAT WATCH 
Every Friday  
Through Labor Day 
It’s a great time to bring a comfy 
lawn chair and watch the bats! We’ll 
park our chairs by the bat condo 
to watch the bats emerge from 
the bat condo. We’ll have fun bat 
information and a bat scavenger 
hunt for the kids to do while the 
wait to the bats to emerge. Meet at 
the bat condo (near the north shore 
boat launch).

KAYAK TOURS 
Every Saturday  
through Labor Day 
6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Want a new way to explore Devil’s 
Lake? Take a guided kayak tour! As 
we paddle, we’ll look for wildlife 
and check out some of the park’s 
geology and history too. There is a 
limited amount of space, so we ask 
you to preregister and prepay prior 
to the event. If you need to rent a 
kayak, please let us know when you 
register. The rental fee is $25 for a 
single kayak and $45 for a double. 
The kayak tours will start at the 
Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
To register, please contact the Nature 
Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140.

A Hike Back in Time 
Every Wednesday through 
August  9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Join retired Park Naturalist Ken 
Lange on a geologic exploration of 
Devil’s Lake. See rocks transported 
by glaciers, potholes, Devil’s 
Doorway, a 200-year old cedar 
quartzite glade, and a pygmy forest. 
This hike is approximately 3.5 miles, 
with some steep sections. Please 
wear proper footwear and bring 
plenty of water. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin Parking Lot.

LEARN TO KAYAK 
Every Wednesday  
through Labor Day  
6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Designed with fun, this program 
is a great way to introduce you to 
kayaking! We’ll teach you some 
basic strokes, how to get in and 
out of the kayak safely, and what 
to do if you capsize. We’ll also use 
our new skills paddling part of the 
lake. Be prepared to get wet! Bring 
your own kayak or rent one from 
the Chateau. The rental fee is $25 
for a single kayak. We will only 
allow single kayaks in this program 
and it’s limited to 10 participants. 
This program is best for adults and 
kids ages 8 and older. Meet at the 
Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
To register, please contact the Nature 
Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140. 

Shakespeare in the Park  
“A Midsummer’s Night Dream”  
& “As You Like It” 
Saturday, July 23, 2:30 – 3:45 pm 
Saturday, July 23, 7:00 – 8:15 pm 
Join the Summit Players for a 
stripped-down, six actor production 
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream & As You Like it to be 
performed for FREE at Devil’s Lake 
State Park. This theater troop created 
a new cutting of the script to make 
a tight, one hour and fifteen minute 
show of mayhem, character switches 
and hilarity. The production is 
‘Shakespeare out of a trunk,’ with 
minimal set, costumes, props and 
a focus on actors, as per the style 
of Shakespeare’s time. Meet at the 
Northern Lights Amphitheater. 

AUGUST 

Dance to the Big Bands 
Saturday, August 13,  
Saturday, August 27,  
7:30 – 10:30 pm 
Dance to the Big Band sounds 
of the Hal Edwards Orchestra 

in Wisconsin's celebrated "most 
romantic dance pavilion" - the 
Chateau. Join us as we relive the 
glory years. Cost is $10 and happens 

at the Chateau on the north shore.

SEPTEMBER

MONARCH TAGGING 
Saturday, September 3, 10, 17 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 
The monarch butterflies are starting 
to migrate south for the winter and 
it’s a perfect time for us to capture 
and tag them. The results will be 
recorded with <MonarchWatch.
org>. We will provide the nets and 
monarch tags. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin Parking Lot. 

A HIKE BACK IN TIME 
Every Saturday in September, 
1:00 – 4:30 pm 
Join retired Park Naturalist Ken 
Lange on a geologic exploration of 
Devil’s Lake. See rocks transported 
by glaciers, potholes, Devil’s 
Doorway, a 200-year old cedar 
quartzite glade, and a pygmy forest. 
This hike is approximately 3.5 miles, 
with some steep sections. Please 
wear proper footwear and bring 
plenty of water. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin Parking Lot.

There are many more events and 
activities at Devil’s Lake State 
Park — these represent just a 
few highlights.  

For current event information, 
”Like” out facebook page or call 
the visitor’s center.

Devil’s Lake State Park Events & Activities

For a complete listing of events, visit: www.devilslakefriends.org/events  
or call the Nature Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140



Critter Cams! 

There has been some exciting new stuff 
happening at the Nature Center lately. You 
read in your last newsletter about some of 

the grant money we received to purchase different 
types of technology (iPads, thermal imagers . . .) to 
use with our school and public programs. One of the 
grants we received was from Whitetails Unlimited to 
purchase trail camera. In the last Friends newsletter, 
I highlighted the critter cam (better known as the 
carcass cam) by the nature center and what we were 
capturing on that camera. This past winter, we were 
able to put out our other cameras around the park 
and it’s been interesting, and a bit addictive, to see 
what‘s been caught on camera! 

The trail cameras will not only help the park 
staff learn more about what’s moving around out 
there in the park, but we’ll also use the cameras to 
help teach students and the general public about 
wildlife. Throughout the winter, we’ve been updating 
the school field trips, offered through the Nature 
Center, to add in the technology aspect to our existing 
programs as well as developing a few new programs. 
One of the new programs is learning about wildlife 
in southern Wisconsin. We’ll use the trail cameras to 
give students “live” data about the animals that are 
living here in the park. What’s great about the trail 
cameras is the students can actually see what’s been 
moving through or living in the area. Then, when 
we go look for the signs and tracks that the animals 
left behind, it has a much greater meaning because 
they can see what’s been there, rather than us (the 
naturalists) interpreting the animal’s signs for them. 
It’s a much more powerful learning tool when you 
can connect the actual animal to the habitat that it’s 
living in. 

Not only are the cameras wonderful to use 
with students, but they have also been a wonderful 
assets in helping connect others to the park too. 
Through the nature center we have an email list where 
we send out information about upcoming programs 
and events as well as natural things happening in 
the park. I’ve sent out a few emails highlighting our 
critter cam pictures and it’s been a great way for the 
public to interact and connect yet another way to 
Devil’s Lake. You can check out more of the Critter 
Cam pictures over on Pinterest (you don’t need an 
account to see the pictures) at <www.pinterest.com/

skilletcreek/devils-lake-critter-cams/>. You can also 
sign up to be on the Nature Center’s email list by 
emailing Sue Johansen (Park Naturalist) at SusanA.
Johansen@wisconsin.gov for regular updates too. 

With all of the grants and new ideas we have 
rolling out this year, it’s been pretty exciting! What I 
love most about it is you never know what one thing 
will spark a child (or adult) to find nature to be pretty 
cool. What will make them want to learn and explore 
more – a picture of a raccoon caught snacking on an 
apple or maybe it was that mystery animal caught 
on camera at night. Whatever the tool is, the goal is 
to get them hooked and find out that being out in 
nature can be a really cool adventure!

Sue Johansen, Naturalist
Devil’s Lake State Park
(608) 356-8301 ext. 140
SusanA.Johansen@wisconsin.gov
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Forgotten Formations:
The Turk’s Head  By Mark Tully

It may seem a little ironic, but one of the best 
known of the forgotten formations probably 
has to be the Turk’s Head.  Turk’s Head sits 

atop the West Bluff a little south of the old site of 
palisade Park—just past the overlook that marks 
the mid-point of the lake.  Like the other “forgotten” 
formations I have written about for this series, it is 
not so easily seen today as it is a short distance off 
the designated trail and brush and trees have grown 
up to obscure it from the casual hiker.  In the late 
19th century it was a favorite picnic spot, which is 
surprising as there were no paved trails leading up 
the West Bluff in those days, so reaching it would 
have been a strenuous climb.

Turk’s Head takes its name from its slight 
resemblance to a Turbaned head.  The Ottoman 
empire was founded in 1299 and was in decline by 
the early 19th century.  During WWI the Ottoman 
Turks allied themselves with Germany in hopes of 
re-conquering some of their former territory and 
rising to power once again so Turkey and the Turks 
were very much in the news during the late 19th and 
early 20th century.

The Turk’s Head was a very well-known and 
often visited landmark in those days.  It is one of just 
three of Devil’s Lake’s fanciful formations that were 
photographed for the Library of Congress archives in 
1899 (Devil’s Doorway and Cleopatra’s Needle being 
the other two).  There are numerous photographs 
dating from the decades before Devil’s Lake was 
designated a State Park that show groups of tourists 
posing with these precariously balanced blocks of 
quartzite.  Some photos even show people standing 
on their heads or assuming other daring poses atop 
the Turk’s Head. 

Perhaps less known is The Stone Head that is 
situated just below the Turk’s Head.  This interesting 
formation is also depicted in several old postcards 
and it was even featured as a stereo image for 
viewing with a stereoscope. 

Turk’s Head and the Stone Head are fairly 
easy to see from out on the lake but the lighting has 
to be just right to bring out the details of the face.  
Early morning or evening is the best time to view the 
Stone Face.  It can be seen with binoculars from the 
North Shore near the boat landing. 

An old stereoscope card showing the Turk's Head.



Sometimes
Sometimes, when a bird cries out,

Or the wind sweeps through a tree,

Or a dog howls in a far-off farm,

I hold still and listen a long time.

 

My world turns and goes back to the place

Where, a thousand forgotten years ago,

The bird and the blowing wind

Were like me, and were my brothers.

 

My soul turns into a tree,

And an animal, and a cloud bank,

Then changed and odd it comes home

And asks me questions.  

What should I reply?

— Hermann Hesse

 

____________________________

 

You Ask Why …
You ask

why I perch

on a jade green mountain?

I laugh

but say nothing

my heart

free

like a peach blossom

in the flowing stream

going by

in the depths

in another world

not among men

 

— Li Po

7(Above) The Stone Head—iconic rock face that sits 
just below the Turks Head.  This old postcard has 
been retouched to enhance the resemblance, but the 
stone Head may still be glimpsed from out on Devil’s 
Lake.  (Below) a 18th century engraving of a Turk 
in his distinctive headwear.



Student Membership - $10
•	Subscription	to	Friends of Devil’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter

One Year Membership - $20
•	Subscription	to	Friends of Devil’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter
 

Three Year Membership - $55
•	Subscription	to	Friends of Devil’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter
•	Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park decal

All memberships also receive a 10% discount 
on food and boat rentals at Devil’s Lake State 
Park concessions (some exclusions apply).    

❏ I am renewing my current membership.                ❏  This is a new membership with Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park.

____  Student membership ($10) ____  Three Year Membership ($55)

____  One Year Membership ($20) ____  Additional gift to support DLSP projects $ ___________________

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

City  _________________________________________   State ___  Zip__________

Email - ______________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________      Total Enclosed  $ ____________

Please return to: Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park  •  P.O. Box 209  •  Baraboo, WI 53913

Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park Membership Categories & Benefits

P.O Box 209
Baraboo WI  53913

Return Service Requested

Contact Us
If you would like to contribute a story, 

photograph, poem or artwork relating to 
Devil’s Lake State Park, please contact 

the editor, Mark Tully at 608.356.7952 or 
bananaboat@centurytel.com

Membership paid through year shown on label

Gift Membership
Name  ___________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________

City  ______________________________________   State ___  Zip__________

Phone ___________________________________________________________


