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Great Road Trips to Visit Other 
Wisconsin State Parks

Volume 21 Number 2    Spring 2017

WHICH Wisconsin State Park is your 
favorite? Since you’re reading the Friends 
Of Devil’s Lake Newsletter, I know your top 

pick. But how many other state parks have you visited? 
There are 48 state parks, plus many state forests and 
recreation areas to explore in Wisconsin. It has long 
been my goal to visit every state park in Wisconsin. I 
have a few more to visit, including some added in recent 
years. 

I challenge you to begin your own exploration of 
the wide variety of state parks. One fun approach is to 
take a two or three day trip encompassing several state 
parks. You can find a map of all the state parks and state 
recreation areas at wi.gov find a state park, but here are 
a few multi-park options to get you started. 

Beyond the Dells: You can start by exploring some 
of the many state parks in southern Wisconsin. Just 
north of Wisconsin Dells, you can find Rocky Arbor, 
Buckhorn, Roche-A-Cri and Wildcat Mountain state 
parks. 

Waterfalls: Head to the north woods, near Superior 
for a waterfall tour. You can hike along Amnicon Falls 
SP to view the breathtaking beauty of the falls. From 
there, you can easily drive to Pattison SP, where the 
highlight is the tallest falls in Wisconsin.  Round out 
this adventure at Copper Falls SP, where you can still see 
the features of an old CCC camp.

Lake Michigan: Another multi-park tour takes 
you along the eastern border of Wisconsin, along 
Lake Michigan. North of Milwaukee is little known 
Huntington Beach SP, where you can walk on the shores 
of Lake Michigan. From there, you can head north to 
Kohler-Andrae SP with camping and miles of sandy 

beaches. While in this area, check out Point Beach State 
Forest.

Door County: Turn your next trip to Door County 
into a real adventure with a state park tour. Stop at 
Whitehead SP and enjoy a walk along the craggy 
shoreline of Lake Michigan. Continue almost to the 
end of Door County to the rugged Newport SP. Resume 
your journey and take the ferry to Washington Island. 
Although there is not a state park here, it is a good place 
to stay before taking another ferry to Rock Island SP. 
Rock Island has only primitive camping, but boasts an 
appealing lighthouse where caretakers stay a week at a 
time and it can be toured. You will be thrilled with the 
views at the point.

Out West: Along the western border of Wisconsin, 
north of La Crosse at Perrot SP, the Mississippi River 
and Trempealeau River meet with gorgeous views of 
gorges and the rivers. Continue on to Merrick SP, 
Kinnickinnic SP, Willow River SP and then wind up 
your journey at Interstate SP.  Interstate is located along 
the St. Croix River, with scenic hiking trails winding 
through the park.

 While I am completing my goal, you can begin 
planning your adventures. Search out the unusual, such 
as the archaeological site at Aztalan SP or the glacial 
landforms at Cross Plains SP. There is something for 
everyone. And don’t worry--Devil’s Lake SP won’t get 
jealous.  

Enjoy!

Jackie Murphy,  
 President, Friends of Devil's Lake State Park 
 jck.murphy65@gmail.com
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April 2017
Letterboxing Adventure
Saturday, April 8, Drop in Between 10:00 
am – 2:30 pm

Letterboxing combines elements of hiking and 
treasure hunting into an activity that the whole family 
can enjoy. Participants seek out hidden letterboxes by 
following clues and recording their discovery in their 
personal journal stamping the rubber stamp that’s found 
in letterbox. Drop-in anytime between 10 am and 
2:30 pm to go on a letterboxing adventure! We’ll have 
journals for you to take with you or you can bring your 
own. Stop at the Nature Center to pick up the clues you 
need for this adventure. Meet at the Nature Center. 

Lawn Chair Bird Watching
Saturday, April 16, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

All you need is a comfortable lawn chair, a pair of 
binoculars, and a thermos of your favorite coffee for this 
morning bird watch. We’ll “park” our lawn chair near 
the parking lot in Steinke Basin and watch for meadow 
larks, sandhill cranes, red-winged black birds, and much 
more as we indulge ourselves with a morning of lazy 
birding. Meet at the Steinke Basin parking lot.

Frog Safari
Saturday, April 22, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

If you are a frog fanatic, you will want to join us for 
this nocturnal trip to the park’s kettle ponds. We’ll listen 
for spring peepers, wood frogs, and chorus frogs. We’ll 
also explore what other night sounds we can hear as we 
hike the Johnson Moraine Trail. Bring your flashlight as 
we’ll be hiking right around dusk. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin parking lot.

Trails Workday
Saturday, April 29, Drop in 10:00 am – 
1:00 pm

Volunteer and help work on the trails at Devil’s Lake. 
We’ll work on blocking off “non-official” trails on West 
Bluff Trail. All tools will be provided, but you may want 
to bring a pair of work gloves and water along too. Stay 
for the whole time or come when you can to help. Meet 
at the Nature Center.

May 2017
A Hike Back in Time
Saturday, May 6, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

Join retired Park Naturalist Ken Lange on a geologic 
exploration of Devil’s Lake. See boulders transported by 
glaciers, a glacial lake bed, potholes, Devil’s Doorway, an 
Indian marker tree, a prairie, and pygmy forest. This hike 
is approximately 3.5 miles, with some steep sections. 
Please wear sturdy hiking boots and bring plenty of 
water. Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Frog Safari
Saturday, May 6, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

If you are a frog fanatic, you will want to join us for 
this nocturnal trip to the park’s kettle ponds. We’ll listen 
for spring peepers, wood frogs, and chorus frogs. We’ll 
also explore what other night sounds we can hear as we 
hike the Johnson Moraine Trail. Bring your flashlight as 
we’ll be hiking right around dusk. Meet at the Steinke 
Basin parking lot.

A Hike Back in Time
Saturday, May 13, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Mud Hike
Saturday, May 13, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Its spring and the trails are full of mud! Join us for a 
slippery, wet, and definitely muddy hike as we traverse 
the trails at Steinke Basin – the muddiest trails in the 
park. Make sure to wear clothes and shoes/boots that 
can get full of mud; we’re not being delicate on this 
hike! You may want to bring extra pants and/or shoes to 
change into afterwards to save your car’s interior. This 
is a great hike for kids to participate in! Meet at the 
Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

A Hike Back in Time
Saturday, May 20, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Frog Safari
Saturday, May 20, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

Meet at the Steinke Basin parking lot.

Devil’s Lake State Park Activities
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Guided Kayak Tour
Friday, May 26, 6:30 – 8:30 pm

Go on an adventure at Devil’s Lake by kayak! Guides 
will take you on a 2 hour tour of the lake exploring the 
geology and lake’s wildlife. Space is limited, so you’ll 
need to preregister.  If you need to rent a kayak, please 
let us know when you register. The rental fee is $25 for a 
single kayak and $45 for a double. Meet at the Chateau 
(North Shore Concessions). To register, please contact 
the Nature Center at (608) 356-8301 ext. 140.

A Hike Back in Time
Saturday, May 27, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

Meet at the Steinke Basin Parking Lot.

Exploration Station – Fur, Scat, Tracks
Saturday May 27, Drop in Between 10:00 
am – 12:00 noon

Drop by the Exploration Station to check out some 
mammal furs, scat, and tracks! Try our identification 
game and see how well you know your animal signs. 
These activities will happen outside the Nature Center.

Animal Feeding Day
Saturday, May 27, Starting at 11 am

Watch the animals in the Nature Center have lunch! 
Watch the box turtles munch on some salad. See the 
watersnake slurp down a fish. Look at the treefrogs as 
the tackle a cricket or two. Meet at the Nature Center.

Drop in on Fish
Saturday, May 27, Drop in Between 1:00 – 
3:00 pm 

How well do you know your Wisconsin fish? Drop 
in to test your fish ID skills and participate in some fun 
fish activities. Activities will happen at the North Shore 
Beach by the Chateau.

Guided Kayak Tour
Saturday, May 27, 6:30 – 8:30 pm

The rental fee is $25 for a single kayak and $45 for a 
double. Meet at the Chateau (North Shore Concessions). 
To register, please contact the Nature Center at (608) 
356-8301 ext. 140.

High-Tech Bat Hike
Saturday, May 27, 8:00 – 9:30 pm

Our bat hikes have gone high-tech! Join us for a stroll 
by the lake to find bats. We’ll use special hand-held 

2017 Concerts in the 
Park Series
Sparetime Bluegrass 
25 Jun 2017, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
North Shore, outside Chateau

The Swing Crew
30 Jul 2017, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
North Shore, outside Chateau

The MadCity Radiators
27 Aug 2017, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
North Shore, outside Chateau

devices that will record the bats’ calls and amplify them 
so we can hear them. These observations will go back to 
the Wisconsin Bat Program to help them in their bat 
research. Meet at the North Shore Visitor Center.

Exploration Station – Rocks
Sunday, May 28, Drop in Between 10:00 
am – 12:00 pm

You will “dig” this Exploration Station as you delve 
into rocks! These activities will happen outside the 
Nature Center.

Drop in on Owls
Sunday May 28, Drop in Between 1:00 – 
3:00 pm

Whooo goes there? Owls of course! Find out what 
owls live at Devil’s Lake, dissect an owl pellet, and learn 
how owls find their way in the dark. Activities will 
happen at the North Shore Beach by the Chateau.

Walk on the Wildside
Monday, May 29, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Come explore and learn more about the wild side of 
nature! Join us for these family-friendly walks where 
we’ll spend some time having fun exploring nature!. 
Meet at the Nature Center.

FOR THE FULL SCHEDULE, VISIT:
friendsofdevilslake.org/events
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Nature Meets High-Tech
In a previous edition of the Friends of Devil’s Lake 

State Park Advocate newsletter you read about some 
of the high-tech gear the Nature Center was able 

to purchase using grant money awarded to the Friends 
Group. Starting in the spring of 2016, we started using 
our “tech” with school groups and continued to use it 
throughout the summer with families. I have to say, it 
has been a successful adventure and well received by the 
visitors and schools who participated in the programs. 

Now, I know what you’re thinking, kids (and adults) 
should put away the smart phones and tablets and just 
enjoy the outdoors. I was with you on that one, but 
realized that wasn’t the way to engage today’s youth in 
being outside. In our world, technology has become so 
ingrained. It is being used in the schools as a way for 
students to complete homework and receive classroom 
lessons. Both the Baraboo and Sauk High Schools 
have assigned each student a Chrome Books instead 
of text books this year. Baraboo is also participating in 
programs like Snapshot Wisconsin (a Wisconsin DNR 
program that is studying the state’s wildlife using trail 
cameras) to teach students about local wildlife using 

trail cameras. Students can also help identify trail camera 
pictures captured from all over the state by logging into 
Zooniverse. Technology is everywhere and can be a 
powerful tool to connect a child with nature.

Some of the challenges we had at the Nature Center 
when we were developing the programs was how to 
make the program not just about the technology, but 
incorporate it as if it were any other tool we used to use; 
like a magnifying lens used to look at bugs. I believe 
we succeeded in this by the feedback we received from 
families and teachers. One of our favorite comments was 
from a young boy who participated in one of our photo 
scavenger hunt summer programs. He got to use an iPad 
and create a digital journal of the pictures he took. His 
comment was “now this is a nature program that I can 
really enjoy!” What I found amazing was instead of kids 
getting distracted by having an iPad, it caused them to 
engage more in whatever the activity was. When we use 
the digital microscopes, that WiFi into the iPads, the 
kids were excited to keep finding new things to look 
at and take pictures of. (Yep, they could take up close 
pictures of their microscopic finds)! They continued 
to stay interested during programs where they were 
able to make digital journals; where pictures of their 
nature discoveries could be emailed home. Students on 
field trips were able to see pictures of the park on iPads 
instead of trying to see small, laminated pictures we held 
up to talk about the bluffs and how they were formed. 
The technology didn’t take away their enjoyment of 
being in the outdoors, but helped them focus and engage 
by using something very familiar to them.

The staff at the Nature Center is continuing to use 
and expand the use of technology in our programs. We 
are hoping to receive another grant this summer that 
would allow us to purchase telescopes to use with our 
night programs and expand our night sky/star viewing 
offerings. Hopefully you’ll be able to participate in one 
of our many programs this summer and see some of our 
tech in action and use some of it too! If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact the Nature Center. We’d 
love to talk to you about using technology in Nature. 

Susan Johansen
Park Naturalist
(608)356-8301 ext. 140
SusanA.Johansen@wisconsin.gov
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We are excited to announce our transition 
to an online membership management 
software, Wild Apricot! Wild Apricot is 

a widely used membership database system designed 
for non-profit organizations like the Friends of Devil’s 
Lake State Park. With this new tool, you can join or 
renew your membership online, get automatic updates 
on the status of your membership, and receive advanced 
notification of volunteer opportunities and other special 
events. You can log into your membership profile to 
update your contact information or make renewal 
payments online. Because the software automatically 
notifies you when your membership is due for renewal, 

please check your spam folders for emails from 
FriendsOfDevilsLakeStatePark@wildapricot.org.

The membership software includes a new website, 
which you can reach at friendsofdevilslake.org. You can 
change your membership level, make a donation, see the 
events calendar and register for members-only events. 
You can also login to the website and see members-only 
information for the Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park.

We have created a new email address for member 
inquiries: fodlmembers@yahoo.com. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us with any questions. Thank you for 
your support of Devil’s Lake State Park and the Friends 
of Devil’s Lake!

Photo by Bill Schallert

A N N O U N C I N G :

New website: Friendsofdevilslake.org

Being outdoors is always where I would like to be.  
Hiking, biking, camping, working, relaxing.  My 
love of the outdoors began as I grew up on a farm 

in Oregon WI, helping with daily and seasonal chores.  
Now, my job as an engineer keeps me indoors in an office 
most of the time, but once in a while I am fortunate to 
get in the field to work on equipment.  At home, I get 
outdoors when I mow my lawn, trim my bushes & trees, 
shovel snow, and rake leaves.  

For some of my outdoor fun, I bike around Madison 
and the surrounding communities, usually with my 
sweetie, Janice Beers.  We especially enjoy the Wednesday 
Bike Ride tours each week during the summer (see wnbr.
org).  It just happens that we met on one of the WNBR 
rides in 2015!

Hiking is also a big part of my outdoor fun.  I’ve hike 
in nearby places such as Devils Lake and distant places 
such as Canyonlands and Machu Picchu.  While I’m 
hiking in such wonderful natural settings, taking photos 
has become another way to enjoy the outdoors! 

 You’d think that would be enough to keep me busy, 

but no!  I take “volunteer vacations” to work for various 
environmental groups in various capacities.  Examples of 
the work includes building trails in Colorado, Arizona 
and Idaho, gathering plant data for environmental 
assessments in Boulder Mountain (UT), and removing 
invasive Russian olive from the Escalante River (UT) 
watershed.  You too can take such vacations, just Google 
“Wilderness Volunteers” or “American Hiking Society” to 
find opportunities.  This year, my volunteer vacation will 
be closer to home, in Devils Lake State Park, working 
with Park Ranger Steve Schmelzer on some parts of the 
Park needing attention.

And to think it all started many years ago when I was 
a kid, with picnics and hikes at Devils Lake State Park 
– visiting the park with my family (including my seven 
siblings), aunts, uncles and cousins.  Who would have 
guessed that my travels would bring me back to where 
it all really started?  Who knows what future adventures 
will beckon?

Happy Trails!
Dave Barger

Meet Board Member Dave Barger
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Spring Gypsy Moth Spraying  
Gypsy moth is an invasive, leaf-eating insect that 

feeds on most types of trees and shrubs found 
in North America—and within Devil’s Lake 

State Park. When their populations are high, gypsy 
moth caterpillars can strip an entire forest of leaves 
during the months of May and June.  The species was 
originally brought to Medford, Massachusetts by E. 
Leopold Trouvelot in 1869 in an attempt to introduce 
silk manufacturing to America.  Some caterpillars were 
accidentally blown out of an open window escaped and 
they have been spreading westward ever since.  It has 
become one of the most damaging pests of hardwood 
forests and urban landscapes, defoliating more than a 
million forested acres annually.

Devil’s Lake State Park has seen increased gypsy 
moth activity in recent years, especially in the higher 
traffic areas like the North and South shore day use areas 
and campgrounds.  Due to the past several relatively 
mild winters of the past few years we are expecting a 
further increase in gypsy moth numbers this season and 
will be implementing a spraying program in early June 
to try to knock down the park’s caterpillars population.

The Wisconsin Gypsy Moth Suppression Program 
commonly uses the insecticide Foray® with the active 
ingredient BtK (Bacillus thuringiensis) to spray for gypsy 
moths in the spring.  Btk is a strain of common soil 
bacterium that occurs naturally. It is a toxic protein 
produced by bacteria when the product is fermented. 
The protein interacts with specific bacteria within 
the digestive tract of certain caterpillar species to 
kill the caterpillar within a few days. BtK is cultured 
by fermenting grains and potatoes with fish or corn 
meal, in a process similar to brewing beer. The final 

product contains 90% water, the leftover growth 
medium, carbohydrates, inert ingredients approved as 
food additives, and the active ingredient.  Btk is applied 
at the rate of 3/4 gallon per acre.

Different strains of Bacillus thuringiensis affect 
different species of insects. The kurstaki strain affects 
some caterpillars of moths and butterflies that ingest 
it. Not all species of caterpillar are affected by Btk but 
gypsy moth, tent caterpillars, and Karner blue butterflies 
are all susceptible. The state of Wisconsin does not 
use Btk where there are Karner blue butterflies or 
other threatened or endangered species of moths and 
butterflies that could be harmed. A second product, 
called Gypchek, is used in areas where there may be 
endangered moths or butterflies.

The small larvae (caterpillars) of the gypsy moth 
hatch in early spring and spin silken threads and hang 
from them, waiting for the wind to blow.  The larvae 
have long hairs that increase their surface area, which 
helps them to be carried aloft and dispersed by the 
wind. The mature caterpillars are nocturnal feeders and 
insecticides will be sprayed from a low-flying plane at 
dusk so sprays are typically as the caterpillars emerge 
from their hiding places to feed.

Please note that Foray and Gypchek are harmless 
to most people.  Numerous studies have documented 
that there is no apparent toxicity for humans, pets, wild 
animals, birds, honeybees, or fish. Due to rare cases of 
mild, short-lasting allergic reactions by humans, you 
may wish to stay away from the spray zones or keep your 
windows closed during a spray if you have severe food 
allergies or chemical sensitivities.

Larvae (top) Male (left) and female Gypsy Moths (shown 
approximately actual size) 
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Announcing the 2017 Friends 
Photo Contest – Signs of Spring!
We invite all those who love and enjoy 

Devil’s Lake to show off your creativity and 
photographic talents while sharing with us 

your favorite signs of spring within the park. You don’t 
have to be a professional photographer or have a fancy 
camera. All you have to do is follow the rules, snap some 
good shots, and send in your entries.

Contest Eligibility/ Format/Deadline
• A maximum of five (5) entries will be accepted for 

each participant.
• Photographers do not need to be members of the 

Friends of Devil’s Lake to participate; Friends staff 
and Board members are not eligible to participate.

• Participation in the photo contest grants the Friends 
group unlimited and non-exclusive use for the 
Friends of Devil’s Lake publications, website, 
products, and other uses.  

• Email entries to fodlmembers@yahoo.com along 
with your entry form.

• Entries must be received no later than 10 p.m., May 
15, 2017. No exceptions.

Subject Matter

• Photos must be taken within the boundaries of 
Devil’s Lake State park.

• Subject matter should be signs of spring as revealed 
in natural settings and habitats.

• Photos will be judged in two categories: spring 
natural history signs and spring recreation.

Selection/Notification of Winners
The top three entries will determined by a panel of 

photographers. After the initial judging, the photos and 
photographer names will be displayed on the Friends of 
Devil’s Lake web site. Friends group members will then 
be invited to vote for their favorite photo.

• The top six entries will determined by a panel of 
photographers. After the initial judging, the photos 
and photographer names will be displayed on the 
Friends of Devil’s Lake web site. Friends group 
members will then be invited to vote for their 
favorite photo in each category.

Prizes will be awarded to the winner and runner 
up. Winners will be notified by e-mail, no later 
than June 15, 2017, and will be featured in the fall 
newsletter edition.

Questions? 
Email: fodlmembers@yahoo.com

Past winning photo contest entries from D. 
Thomas (above) and M. Knapstein (right)



Student Membership - $10
• Subscription to Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter 

One Year Membership - $20
• Subscription to Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter

Three Year Membership - $55
• Subscription to Friends of Devil ’s Lake  
 State Park Advocate newsletter
• Friends of Devil ’s Lake State Park decal

NEW: All memberships also receive a 10% discount on 
food and boat rentals at Devil ’s Lake State Park con-
cessions (some exclusions apply).    

❏ I am renewing my current membership.                ❏  This is a new membership with Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park.

____  Student Membership ($10) ____  Three Year Membership ($55)

____  One Year Membership ($20) ____  Additional gift to support DLSP projects $ _________________

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________________  State ___  Zip__________

Email  ______________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________      Total Enclosed  $ ____________

Please return to: Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park  •  P.O. Box 209  •  Baraboo, WI 53913

Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park Membership Categories & Benefits

NON-PROFIT 
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

BARABOO, WI
PERMIT 131

P.O Box 209
Baraboo WI  53913

Return Service Requested

Contact Us
If you would like to contribute a story, 

photograph, poem or artwork relating to 
Devil’s Lake State Park, please contact 
the editor, Mark Tully at 608.356.1836 

or bananaboat@centurytel.net

Membership paid through year shown on label

GIFT MEMBERSHIP — share your passion for Devil’s Lake State Park! 
Name  ___________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________

City  _____________________________________   State ___  Zip__________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________________________________________


